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READER REACTIONS TO “THE JEWISHNESS OF JESUS’... 
and a reply from Mr. Cousins 


American Judaism has received hun- 
dreds of letters reacting, pro and con, to 
Norman Cousins’ article in our Rosh 
Ha-shono issue, “The Jewishness of 
Jesus.” Herewith some excerpts ...and 
the author's reply. 


The arrival of your publication, American 
Judaism, is an event which I have found 
exhilarating because I like to read it from 
cover to cover. The issue on Rosh Ha- 
shono impressed me before opening its 
pages because the frontispiece was beauti- 
ful. When I had reached the article by Mr. 
Norman Cousins on “The Jewishness of 
Jesus,” I could hardly contain myself. 1 
thought it stimulating reading and a dyna- 
mic approach to anti-Semitism which 
should be endorsed by Reform Judaism. 
Instead, we adopt a defeatist policy and 
indoctrinate our children with the attitude 
that anti-Semitism will always exist. Mr. 
Cousins deserves our plaudits because with 
the courage of his convictions and his 
literary acumen, Brotherhood may become 
a reality.... 
Dr. Pau S. STEINBAUM 
Leonia, New Jersey 


I am writing to tell you how wonderful I 
considered your article, “The Jewishness of 
Jesus.” I have always felt that those re- 
sponsible for the mass murder of the six 
million Jews, the horrible pogroms, the 
Inquisition, and the many other atrocities 
were those who consistently taught Chris- 
tian Youth that the Jews were the mur- 
derers of their Lord. I sincerely trust that 
your article is reprinted in many national 
magazines... . 
MELVIN A. SILVERMAN 
Houston, Texas 


A loyal Jew has no need whatever for the 
Galilean, whose doctrine is a duplicate 
and a repetition of that which the prophets 
taught. The original is always to be pre- 
ferred to the copy. ... 
RABBI THEODORE N. LEwis 
Progressive Synagogue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


What a pity that so very few Christian 
people will see Mr. Cousins’ moving appeal 
to them in your Rosh Ha-shono issue. And 
what a pity that then he spoiled it by tack- 
ing on the last eight paragraphs urging 
Judaism (not Jews, mind you) “to lose its 
reluctance toward Jesus... . 
Mrs. SopuHiE R. DALEs 
Arlington, Virginia 


This letter is a protest. The inclusion of 
this controversial article in the magazine is 
not only resented by me but by many 
members in my congregation... . 

H. M. DIsTLeR 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Mr. Cousins’ article was one of the greatest 
and most logical sermons ever printed... . 
Mrs. ROBERT DENISON 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Your article published in the latest issue 
of American Judaism, written by Norman 
Cousins, is to me one of the very finest of 
its kind I’ve ever read... . 
Mrs. EMiLy F. CHAPMAN 
New Buffalo, Michigan 


It is my opinion that, with the possible 
exception of polemic discussions, once an 
article has been accepted, its author ought 
to be shown the same hospitality as the 
authors of all other articles. Probably every 
reader of American Judaism knows that 
Mr. Cousins does not belong to the Reform 
movement. The only effect of your pref- 
atory hedge is, then, to stigmatize him as 
something less than a first-class person in 
relation to American Judaism. . 
MATITIAHU TSEVAT, Assistant 
Professor of Bible 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr. Cousins is not a mem- 
ber of any temple, but is of the Jewish 
faith. 


Your recent article in American Judaism 
entitled, “The Jewishness of Jesus,” caused 
a storm, in my congregation, at least. Some 
members applauded your thoughts, even 
to taking the article to their gentile neigh- 
bors to read, to demonstrate Judaism’s 
broadness in dealing with Christianity. 
Others were not quite so happy... . There 
were a few who protested violently, even 
to accusing the magazine of publishing a 
“missionary tract.” . . . You seem to as- 
sume that the fabrications that adhere to 
the basic story of Jesus have bases in 
i ae 
There is room, much room, for dialogue 
between Christianity and Judaism. 
There is room for working together and 
worshipping together with liberal Chris- 
tians. But all this must be done on the 
basis of mutual respect and knowledge. ... 
RaBBI Morrison D. BIAL 
Temple Sinai 
Summit, New Jersey 


We must realize that prejudice and dis- 
agreements exist not only in Jewish and 
Christian conception of facts, but in denom- 
inational areas. For example, there is a 
definite chasm between pure Orthodoxy 
and Reform Judaism. Years of discussion 
and negotiations have brought very little 
results in obtaining a common meeting of 
the minds. In Christianity, the situation is 
even worse. There are so many divergent 
denominations and so many viewpoints, 


that even a Solomon would be unable to 
conciliate their view. .. . 
HERBERT G. FRANKEL, D.D.S. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Mr. Cousins replies 

The response to the article “The Jew- 
ishness of Jesus” has been deeply re- 
warding. I am grateful to the readers of 
American Judaism for their encourag- 
ing comment. 

I am also profoundly grateful to my 
critics. I have learned from their letters. 
There is, however, some misunderstand- 
ing about various aspects of the article 
that might be mentioned here. 

First, it was assumed that I was try- 
ing to lecture to Jews. Indeed, some 
letters suggested that the article would 
more appropriately have been published 
in a Christian journal, for most of it 
called for a change of attitude by Chris- 
tians. Let me say at once that the article 
was prepared for joint publication in 
both Jewish and Christian journals. It is 
now being processed for publication in 
the latter. 

Second, some letters assumed I was 
trying to convert Jews to Christians or 
to persuade them to accept some aspects 
of Christianity. This was not my inten- 
tion. My intention was to examine the 
significance of the historic fact that 
Jesus was a Jew. The acceptance of this 
fact and its full implications, I tried to 
say, might go far towards creating a 
new and vital basis for understanding 
between Christian and Jew. I also tried 
to point out that full appreciation of the 
significance of Jesus as Jew would make 
anti-Semitism impossible. 

Some of my correspondents assumed 
I was trying to modify theology or that 
I was somehow trying to press for doc- 
trinal change. This is not the case. 

A few correspondents took issue with 
me on historical grounds. Here I would 
point out the existence of conflicting 
historical interpretation, much of it sup- 
ported by high scholarship. 

I am grateful to American Judaism 
both for the privilege of appearing in its 
pages and for the opportunity to thank 
its many readers for their generous re- 
sponse. NORMAN COUSINS 
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DEDICATION OF UAHC 
HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM 
IS MAJOR MILESTONE 

IN PROGRESS OF 


REFORM 


Depication is the theme of Chanuko. 
It also was the pivot of four exciting 
days, October 20-23, which attracted 
throngs from all parts of the Western 
hemisphere to the newly-expanded 1 1- 
story UAHC House of Living Judaism 
at 838 Fifth Avenue in New York City. 
The dedication conference and cere- 
monies, with 1500 lay and _ rabbinic 
leaders participating, marked a major 
milestone in the advance of Reform 
Judaism. 

Events included a conference on “The 
Challenge of Bigness” to larger congre- 
gations in worship, administration, and 
programming; a sociological view of the 
1960’s; assessment of contemporary 
worship; blue-prints on new programs 
for Reform temples and the regular fall 
meeting of the UAHC Board of Trus- 
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CHANUKO, 1960 


MOVEMENT 


tees, held in the new contemporary 
walnut-paneled Board room which de- 
sign experts have called one of the most 
beautiful Board rooms in New York. 

A banquet on Saturday evening, Oc- 
tober 22, at the Hotel Commodore, 
launched the 1960-61 Campaign for 
American Reform Judaism, with a goal 
of $4,122,769, and the second year of 
the $15,000,000 Development Fund for 
American Judaism. 

The dinner guests heard addresses by 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and Senator 
Jacob K. Javits of New York; Max L. 
Koeppel, Development Fund Chairman 
and head of the UAHC’s building com- 
mittee; Jack Davis, General Chairman 
of the Combined Campaign and former 
N. Y. State Supreme Court Justice, and 
Emil N. Baar, Chairman of the VAHC 
Board of Trustees. 

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, VAHC 
president, delivered a report on the goals 
of the Reform movement. 

On Thursday, October 20, at noon in 
the new Board room, a time capsule was 
installed projecting the views of world 
statesmen, religious, civic and _ political 
leaders on life in the twenty-first cen- 
tury. The forecasts, preserved on film in 
the special capsule, deal with Jewish life 
in the year 2000, the future of religion 
in general, and the future of world af- 
fairs. (A story on the time capsule fore- 
casts appears in this issue. ) 

Dedicatory Services were held on 
Friday evening, October 21, at Temple 
Emanu-El, and on Saturday morning at 
Temple Rodeph Sholom. A processional 


of Board members, rabbis and _presi- 
dents of temples, Sisterhoods, Brother- 
hoods, and youth groups opened both 
services. 

A meeting of the Commission on 
Social Action of Reform Judaism on 
Wednesday, October 19, preceded the 
four days of events at the UAHC’s 
House of Living Judaism. 

The new quarters were added to meet 
the needs of the 605 member temples of 
the UAHC. Its offices provide services 
through programs of education, wor- 
ship, administration, social action, ritual 
public information, new congregations, 
youth camps, and publications. The 
UAHC also expresses the views of Re- 
form Judaism in the Western hemi- 
sphere on issues of importance in com- 
munity, national, and international af- 
fairs. 

The building houses not only the 
UAHC but its affiliated bodies, National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, Na- 
tional Federation of Temple Brother- 
hoods, and National Federation of 
Temple Youth, the full-time regional 
office of the New York Federation of 
Reform Synagogues and part-time office 
of the New Jersey State Council and the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

The House of Living Judaism opened 
on September 1, 1951. The headquarters 
were dedicated on October 26 of that 
year. The building was designed by 
architect Harry M. Prince. In addition 
to the new facilities and original offices, 
the quarters contain a small chapel, au- 
dio-visual center, a lounge for visitors, 
displays on art, ceremonial objects, and 
books. 

The UAHC, founded in 1873 in Cin- 
cinnati by Isaac Mayer Wise, moved its 
headquarters to New York City in 1951. 
The rabbinic seminary of which the 
UAHC is the patron, the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 
still has its main campus in Cincinnati. 

The House of Living Judaism was 
made possible through a gift by the late 
Dr. Albert A. Berg, surgeon and phil- 
anthropist, and furnished through mon- 
ies provided by the National Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods. 

On the facade of the Fifth Avenue 
building are inscribed the Biblical quo- 
tations, “Love Thy Neighbor as Thy- 
self” and “Do Justly, Love Mercy, Walk 
Humbly with Thy God,” 








Irving S. Schneider, Executive Vice-Chairman of the 
Combined Campaign, with Jack Davis, the campaign's 
General Chairman, who delivered the Inaugural at 
the banquet session. 









Senator Jacob K. Javits of New York (left) with Rabbi Maurice N. Eisen- 
drath, UAHC President, and Max L. Koeppel, Chairman of the Building 
Committee and Development Fund for American Judaism, admire newly 
installed time capsule with film of forecasts for the year 2000 as made by 
American and world figures and leaders of the Reform movement. 









More than 1500 who at- 
tended the Friday evening 
dedication service at Temple 
Emanu-El in New York throng 
the Isaac M. Wise Hall for a 
reception tendered  after- 
wards by the National Fed- 
eration of Temple  Sister- 


hoods. 


Leaders meet after special 
joint services held at Temple 
Rodeph Sholom in New York 
on Saturday morning. (L. to 
r.): Walter W. Weismann, 
temple Vice-President; Rabbi 
Eisendrath; Rabbi Joseph R. 
Narot of Temple Israel, 
Miami, Fla., and Louis I. 
Newman, temple rabbi. 





Rabbi Julius Mark, Senior 
Rabbi of Temple Emanv-El, 
accepts a kiddush cup from 
Rabbi Eisendrath as a token 
of UAHC appreciation for 
help given during the trying 
period when expansion of 
the House of Living Judaism 
hampered use of facilities. 


A procession of temple presi- 
dents and leaders of UAHC 
affiliates and members of the 
Board of Trustees are shown 
entering the sanctuary of 
Temple Emanu-El for the Fri- 
day evening dedication serv- 
ices. 








Mr. and Mrs. James A. Zuckerkorn of Temple Emanu- 
El in Honolulu chat with another delegate for a new 
and far-flung state—Miss Gladys Brody of Congrega- 
tion Beth Sholom in Anchorage, Alaska. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
FOUR-DAY DEDICATION 
CONFERENCE AND 
CEREMONIES FOR THE 
UAHC HOUSE OF 
LIVING JUDAISM 


Three-dimensional lobby displays show 





(left): original 1873 quarters of UAHC in - 
Cincinnati law offices of Lipman Levy, when = 
Union was made up of 28 congregations ri 
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The UAHC Board of Trustees holds its first meeting in its spruce new wal- 
nut-paneled Board Room on Sunday, Oct. 23. Members hear General 
Chairman Davis deliver a report on the Combined Campaign. 










Senator Javits (left), Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and UAHC President Rabbi Maurice 
N. Eisendrath were among principal speakers at the Saturday night banquet to 
launch 1960-61 Campaign for Reform Judaism. Senator Javits declared that ‘‘in 
the sound and fury which we have recently heard in the Presidential campaign, 





























) the voice of Rabbi Eisendrath came forth clear as a bell in repect to the in- 

i fluence which religious faith might have in this great national decision. So Judge Emil N. Baar, Chairman of the UAHC 

(i tasteful a job had a great deal to do with quieting down (the religious issue Board of Trustees, presides at the all-day Board 
in the campaign) in circles of responsibility and respectability which it threatened meeting. 


to attack.’ The Senator also declared, ‘There is no such thing as a Jewish vote.” 
Mrs. Roosevelt said Premier Khrushchev understands ‘‘the dangers of atomic 
war’ and knows that his side would ‘be destroyed.” She declared the U.S. 
needs strong democratic leadership in the U.N. “to be articulate about the 
dream our forefathers had—the dream of freedom.” Rabbi Eisendrath appealed 


Tn eS 


to leaders of Reform Judaism to “rise to the social challenge of a new era 
t which cries out for the moral power and ethical idealism of religion.’! “Isaac 
Mayer Wise,” he added, ‘‘looked upon the Union from its very inception as a 
; place for teaching and training rabbis and organizing congregations, but read 
: his writings right and you will find also that he called upon the UAHC to organ- 
iW ize, speak out, oppose evil—and this we must do today whether it be with re- 
gard to international conflict or racial or religious bigotry.” 





A point of information is raised by a delegate 
at one of the Friday sessions which continued 
through the day. 





and (right): newly-expanded home of UAHC 


| 1 and its affiliates. Today, 19 regional offices Dr. Samuel Klausner of Columbia University New kitchen adjacent to Board Room in House 
| : serve 605 Reform congregations with a addresses a plenary session Friday on “An As- of Living Judaism served hot meals to hundreds 
membership of 1,000,000. sessment of Contemporary Worship.” of delegates during conference. 
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EDITORIAL 


Tue ENEMY FIRES have burned themselves out. The win- 
ter solstice holds the city in its fist; the night is dark and 
long. No shops blaze, festooned with colored lights, no 
windows glow with bright goods to cheer the steep streets 
that hug the hills. No carols are heard, and no psalms 
either, nor the horn of the ram. Only the wind’s voice 
cackles in dead leaves. If this is peace, where are the 
torches to light victory? When will the sun shine? 

A man might wish for the priests of old, who poured 
libations on the winter ground, and built bonfires to make 
the gods understand: let there be light, cause the sun to 
shine again and wake the seed in the frozen earth. 

Yet the warrior who has just routed the army of Antio- 
chus and who trudges so late through the sleeping city 
would not be comforted by magic. He has but recently 
seen his brother crushed under the weight of a Grecian 
elephant. Now, as he stands close by the ruined Temple 
that once crowned Jerusalem, it looks as though the feet 
of more elephants have trampled on its stones. He who has 
scored by force and cunning, shall he believe in miracles? 

What shall he build now? Why should he build it? 
What is there to dedicate? 

See where he enters, how the single lamp floats above 
the rubble and the dirt and the tumbled walls augmenting 
the wind’s song with a sour harmony! Or is it, as another 
legend goes, that eight Greek spears are thrust in the 
ground, and the ruins are illumined by the light of glow- 
ing candles fixed to their points? 

Say what Judah sees is the cruse of oil, and the light 
shines. Surely as he waits for his messengers to seek out 
more, he hesitates before eternity, even as Solomon hesi- 
tated before him, wondering whether to raise the first 
Temple, 800 years earlier. And so here stands your gen- 
eral, bravest, and wisest among his brothers, whose 
progeny are to war and win again on that soil in his name 
2,113 years later. The light shines. 

He stares at the lamp—the same lamp that will swing 
over ravaged Guernica—and the taste of victory should 
be in his mouth. But a dry winter taste is there, the taste 
of grief for a dead father, a slain brother, the fallen in 
battle, the wounds of his people, the broken Temple. 
The light shines. 


Perhaps he hears at that moment in his head the words 
of the prophet Zechariah: “Not by might and not by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord.” Perhaps it is 
only the wind amid the scarred columns. But Judah feels 
no pride tonight in the rout of armies. The light shines. 

In the light of the little lamp that signified Forever, 
does Judah see a vision? Does he see the house rebuilded, 
and his people also? Is he looking at the new stones and 
hearing the new songs that will arise when the brooms 
have cleared away the signs of desecration? The light 
shines. 

Does Judah dream a time when the law will be read 
from a bright new altar, when pettiness and pedantry, 
crudeness and cruelty, meanness and selfishness, piggish- 
ness and priggishness shall be doffed like robes degrading 
the celebrants at some sordid masquerade? Does he 
glimpse a morning when men shall emerge from the long 
night to live where the arm of justice reigns, restrained 
by the hand of mercy? The light shines. 

Then, for an instant this tired and disheartened and 
humbled man who yesterday was a hero might believe 
again, and burn with a fire of hope for the future, his 
cold heart warmed with the thrill of the promise of re- 
newal and dedication. He might even foresee men dedi- 
cating other temples in other towns in other lands, and 
great centers dedicated in later eras to the promulgation 
of a creed made live again by word and act. The light 
shines. 

In that brief moment when the general is only a man, 
can he know that this flicker of hope in him is crucial, 
is the glint of God’s spring sun that will waken the seed 
dozing in bleak ground? The light shines. 

It must matter little, for surely that hope is to be 
numbed by a sudden flutter from the wick in the cruse 
that swings above his thoughts, and in another moment 
will be snuffed out utterly when the lamp, which has 
burned a full day now, drinks the last of its oil and sput- 
ters and goes out. 

The days of the Bible are over. This is the year 165 
B.C.E., after all. Who believes in miracles? Who dares 
forecast that the lamp will shine any longer on the sons of 


Judah Maccabee? —P. K. 
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How Jewish Life and 
Life in General May 
Look at the Turn 

of the Century 


iS THE YEAR 2000, when man has con- 
quered outer space, what changes will 
have occurred within inner man? And in 
the outer life that he shapes for himself? 
What life in general and Jewish life in 
particular, at the threshold of the next 
century? 

This in essence is the substance of the 
questionnaire sent out by the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations this 
fall in connection with the dedication of 
its expanded House of Living Judaism 
in New York City. The questions circu- 
lated among several thousand Ameri- 
cans including persons prominent in 
politics, religion, science, and the arts, 
as well as among Jewish religious lead- 
ers and representatives of the 605 mem- 
ber congregations of the UAHC. The 
answers were then photographed on 
microfilm, placed in a time capsule, and 
will grace the building until October, 
2000, when it is presumed there will be 
someone around to tabulate the results 
and measure the forecasts against the 
realities. But prophecy merely as proph- 
ecy has stirred the human imagination 
since the days of the Delphic oracle, 
Nostradamus, and, most importantly, 
the Biblical prophets themselves. And 
wishful forecasting has always expressed 
man’s profoundest longing and aspira- 
tions. And, whereas the idea of a time 
capsule is not new, this is the first time 
capsule to preserve not things, but ideas 
—the hopes, the vision, the aspirations 


by FLORA RHETA SCHREIBER 
Frequent contributor to some of the 
country’s major magazines, author of 
several books, a teacher and lecturer at 
the New School for Social Research, 
CCNY and other colleges. 
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WHAT’S AHEAD 
IN THE YEAR 2000? 







THE TIME CAPSULE— 
Forecasts are pre- 
served on film in the 






upper section, to be 
opened in October 
during the last year 
of the 20th century. 







of man, vintage 1960, for special del- 
ivery to his equivalent in the year 2000. 

Significantly, the “prophets,” instead 
of foretelling doom by benefit of nuclear 
war, unanimously affirm that good old 
terra firma will still be here in 2000. 





UNTHOUGHT OF PROBLEMS 
HERBERT LEHMAN: ‘Forty years is a long time, 
and, judging by the developments of only the 
last decade, it is inevitable that many problems 
will arise before the year 2000—problems:- of 


which we haven’t even thought!” 


SPECULATION !S FOOLISH 

REV. DR. REINHOLD NIEBUHR, Union Theological 
Seminary: “| do not know whether a Jew will 
run for the Presidency or be elected in the next 
half century and | do not know whether there 
will be peace between Israel and the Arab 
world. | might say that | would welcome both 
of these eventualities but | feel rather foolish in 
speculating about the possibility.” 





Perhaps New Yorkers will fly to Los 
Angeles in one hour; perhaps private 
airports will encircle the landscape as 
garages do today; perhaps man _ will 
grow taller, and cure himself with a 
pill given him by some centralized doc- 
tor. More likely, despite any Wellsian 
intimations of gloom to come, the con- 
sensus of respondents believes that the 
essence of man will remain the same. 

Though men will, by then, have 
striven for one world with a single gov- 
ernment representing all the majority, 
prediction is that “one” world will not 
yet exist. 

In that still-divided world of 2000 
the prognosticators point to the USA 
and the USSR as the chief world pow- 
ers, with China second in importance, 
Great Britain third, and Germany trail- 
ing in fourth place. The complete omis- 
sion of France sharply jolts our recol- 
lections of Ja gloire francaise. 








ONE WORLD AHEAD 


DAVID BEN-GURION, Prime Minister of Israel: 
“| do not believe in a third world war in which 
atomic bombs will be used. . . . | have hardly 
the slightest doubt that even before the end of 
the twentieth century peace will be established 
between Israel and the Arabs. . . 
number of university graduates in Russia . . . will 
make the continued existence of a totalitarian 
regime impossible. . . . If the U.S. and the free 
West will assist the new States in Asia and 
Africo—not as philanthropists and ‘big brothers’ 


. The large 


... but as equal members of one family... there 
is no doubt that they will transform the United 
Nations Organization into a moral force that will 
lead the whole world—and perhaps into even 
some kind of world government.’ 





Peace may reign in 2000, but a 2-1 
majority predicted that, even by then 
there will not have been demonstrable 
progress in disarmament. The same 
numerical majority however, raised pens 
firmly to write that between our day 
and that halcyon one, no world war will 
have taken place. Unplagued by war, 
we shall, however, have faced at least 
one full-scale depression, our capsulized 
Cassandra warns us. 

Racial segregation, the specter that 
haunts our conscience today, will ac- 
cording to these crystal gazers, have 
passed from both the American and 
the African scene. So, among others, 
asserts Lyndon B. Johnson, the Demo- 
cratic nominee for U. S. Vice-President, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, New York Mayor 
Robert Wagner, and Dr. Edwin Dahl- 
berg, President of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ. 

Senator John F. Kennedy, who was 
campaigning for the Presidency at the 





NO ASSIMILATION 
SAM LEVENSON, humorist: “Jewish life will be 
on an integrated but not assimilated basis. There 
will be much less of a ‘Jewish vote.’ People will 
generally be too ‘American’ to indulge in open 
anti-Semitism.” 


NO JEWISH VOTE 
SENATOR JACOB K. JAVITS of New York: “I 
believe that Jewish life will increasingly identify 
itself with the community and that its cultural 
and ethical influences will grow stronger. | see 
also an increasing swing to a typically American 
political ideology.” 


NEW PROBLEMS TO PUZZLE AND 
PLAGUE US 
LANGSTON HUGHES, author: ‘To the question: 
‘How will the changes that occur in the next 40 
years have affected the well-being and happiness 
of the average man?’ my answer is that health- 
wise for the better. Otherwise, same as ever— 
new problems will arise to puzzle and plague 


“ 


us. 
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time, asked that some statements of his 
views concerning separation of church 
and state be included in the capsule. 

The Germany of 2000, East as well 
as West, will have a Democratic gov- 
ernment, the answers foretell. In the 
United States, too, a major realignment 
of political parties will have ironed out 
unreal differences between present part- 
ies and will have brought a more viable 
union of true interests. 

Medicine, taking giant steps, will 
have extended man’s tenure on this 
planet of ours. Cancer, says the over- 
whelming majority, will have been con- 
quered. And a smaller group, but still a 
majority, thinks, too, that heart disease 
and the common cold will have ceased 
to plague us. Yet optimism breaks down 
where schizophrenia is concerned. No, 
say these prophesiers, schizophrenia, 
still uncurable, will continue to torment 
mankind. (Yet the facts indicate that, 
at this writing, in 1960, schizophrenia, 
far more than cancer, heart disease, or 
even the common cold gives promise of 
responding to treatment.) 





JEWS APART 
HARRY GOLDEN, author: “There is now and 
there will continue to be in the foreseeable 
future a definite desire on the part of the Gentile 
society for Jewish separatism.”’ 


INCREASED PERSONAL INFLUENCES 

OF RELIGION 
CHARLES ANGOFF, novelist and prof. of litera- 
ture: “| think religion will be more ‘liberalized’ 
without doing violence to the essence of ‘tradi- 
tion,’ and will be of greater influence in personal 
life.” 

A DEMURRER 
ARCHIBALD MacLEISH: “I don’t think views on 
these subjects are of interest to my contempo- 
raries and | am perfectly certain that they won't 
be of interest to anyone on earth in the year 
2000—if there is anyone on the earth in the year 
2000.” 





What of things Jewish? How will they 
have changed? 

By the year 2000, say the prognos- 
ticators, a book on a Jewish theme will 
have won the Pulitzer prize, a Jew will 
have run and even been elected as Vice- 
President, although not as President of 
the United States. (Eleanor Roosevelt 
and the Rt. Rev. James A. Pike, Bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of California, 
differing on this subject from the ma- 
jority of respondents, however, assert 
that a Jew will indeed become Presi- 
dent.) Changes in Jewish journalism 
will be evident, too, both in the disap- 
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pearance of the Yiddish press, per se, 
and in the emergence of an English- 
Jewish daily newspaper. 

Jews will not have formed a United 
Jewish community, lament these Jere- 
miahs. Nor will Jewish funds in the year 
2000 be raised primarily for overseas 
needs; rather will these funds be di- 
rected towards home use. A clear ma- 
jority maintains, too, that an United 
Jewish Appeal, Hadassah, and the Jew- 
ish war veterans will still be going full 
steam ahead, but only a relatively small 
group sees such long term survival for 
the Israel Bond Drive and the Zionist 
Organization of America. And, says the 
majority, a peace treaty will govern re- 
lations between Israel and the Arabs. 

Neither in the United States nor in 
most other countries will anti-Semitism 
have flared into active life. Yet, behind 
this optimism there is the implication 
that anti-Semitism will still exist and 
there is the darker foreboding that even 
in the year 2000 anti-Semitism will be 
most rampant in Russia and Germany. 

What of the expectation for changes 
in the Jewish religion? Clearly the pre- 
diction is that Reform Judaism will be 
the dominant faith of American Jewry. 
A two-to-one margin agreed that none 
of the branches of Judaism whether 
Reform, Conservative, or Orthodox, 
will have merged. The same margin be- 
lieved that attendance at Reform Jewish 
schools in America will shift from once 
to twice a week. An equal number of 
respondents prédicted, too, that by 
2000, Jews will be practicing their re- 
ligion openly in the Soviet Union. As 
for the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations itself, while the crystal 
ball gazers foresee that some 1000 Re- 
form synagogues will be members of 
the LAHC, only a little less than half 
of the replies anticipate a new name 
for the Union or that it will sponsor 
parochial schools. The most popular 
name predicted, incidentally, is “Union 
of American Reform Congregations.” 

A tie as to whether or not there will 
rabbis in Reform Jewish 
pulpits leaves the matter to unravel it- 
self. And only time will reveal the evolu- 
tion of a changing Reform position on 
matters of fundamental theology. 

An overwhelming majority 
tained that the religious revival current 

(Continued on page 34) 
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PRESENT MASS MEDIA WITHOUT 

SPIRITUAL IMPACT 
EDWIN T. DAHLBERG, President, National Council 
of the Churches of Christ, St. Louis, Mo.: 
“Churches and temples will be required to 
develop new cultural and religious interests to 
occupy the free time periods of human life. . . 
The happiness and well-being of the average 
man will be approximately the same, regardless 
of outward circumstances, providing that he has 
a dynamic faith in God. Without this faith, he 
will still be restless and discontented.” 

MEN MUST CHANGE 
ARNOLD E. FALLEDER, poet: “I am quick to 
accept the condition that advances in medical 
science will defer me until the year 2000. The 
lack of movement in our political science, how- 
ever, may kill me. . . . There is the vague pos- 
sibility that one or two people may decide to stop 
going forward toward infinity and start to spread 
out to see what's around them... .” 

CHANGES ON THEOLOGY ITSELF 
LEONARD FUCHS, Joint Commission on Social 
Action: “Our prayer books will have to be re- 
written to eliminate much, if not all, of the 
anthropomorphic references to God. God shall 
be realized to be a force rather than an entity. 
. .. Reform Judaism will be a process rather than 
an institution.” 

JUDAISM’S STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL 
LOTHAR KAHN, professor of modern languages, 
Central Conn. State College: ‘To maintain itself, 
Judaism of the year 2000 will have to make the 
most concerted effort in its 2000-year history to 
keep its members, especially the youth, within 
the fold.”’ 

NO JEWISH VOTING BLOC 
STANLEY M. LOWELL, Chairman, New York City 
Commission on Intergroup Relations: ‘Jewish 
communal life will be more unified; there will be 
one American Jewish social action organization 
speaking for Americans of Jewish faith... . Only 
the fullest realization and understanding of the 
spiritual and emotional brotherhood of all men 
will bring the ‘good’ life which we seek.” 

FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES IN CHRISTIAN 

THEOLOGY 

LAWRENCE N. MAHRER, Rabbi, Temple Beth El, 
Battle Creek, Michigan: “Christianity, with its 
implied centrality of this universe in the system of 
galaxies, will be unable to face the discovery of 
intelligent life in another solar system. Such 
discovery will be made and will force major 
revision in the generally held Christian beliefs.” 
AN INDIGENOUS AMERICAN CATHOLICISM 
RALPH E. McGILL, Publisher, Atlanta Constitution: 
“Of changes in religious life: Closer association 
—development of American Catholicism with less 
emphasis on Rome.” 

JEWS MOVING TOWARD CHRISTIANITY; 
CHRISTIANS MOVING TOWARD JUDAISM 
RT. REV. JAMES A. PIKE, Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of California: “There will be more as- 
similation but greater sharing by non-Jews in 

Jewish religious and cultural traditions.” 

SURVIVAL POWER OF JUDAISM 
JOSEPH SOLOVEITCHICK, Rabbi and Scholar: 
“Judaism as the medium through which God's 
eternal word addresses itself to man will survive 
cultural metamorphosis and social change.” 
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CHANUKO 
ISN’T 
CHRISTMAS 


by JOAN MORSE 
4 free-lance writer, is the wife of a 
pediatrician and mother of four who for 
some time has been disturbed over the 
growing emphasis on externals in cele- 
brating Jewish holidays. 
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DRAWING BY RUDOLPH J CARRA oO 


Jusr BEFORE CHANUKO last year a 
Jewish Sunday school principal in a city 
near my own told children in his re- 
ligious school to go home and look for- 
ward to presents they would receive 
from their parents on eight successive 
nights. Later, a young father with four 
children in religious school asked the 
principal why it was necessary to em- 
phasize the present-giving aspect of this 
holiday with the children. In the case of 
his own family, thirty-two worth while 
presents seemed not only lavish, but 
quite beyond the family budget. Yet he 
thought his children would feel deprived 
to receive only the shiny penny each 
night on which he had been raised. 

The Sunday school principal an- 
swered the father with all good inten- 
tions, “Well, we have to do something 
to combat Christmas.” 

I am the mother of four small chil- 


dren who enjoy exchanging the joys of 
their respective holidays with their 
young Gentile neighbors. | would feel 
deeply disturbed to have my children 
grow up with the feeling that Christmas 
was something to combat! Our local 
public schools are performing fine serv- 
ice in helping all the children to under- 
stand both Chanuko and Christmas. 
Surely, as Jewish parents, we should not 
undermine the belief of our children 
that the essential message of Christmas 
is “peace on earth, good will to men.” 
Christmas is not something to combat. 

Of course, what the well-meaning 
principal meant to convey was his feel- 
ing Jewish children needed a holiday 
near Christmas time which included the 
type of symbolism and excitement usu- 
ally associated with Christmas. Without 
the stirring story of Maccabean heroism, 
without the beauty of the candles, and 
perhaps without some presents, small 
Jewish children in many of our com- 
fortable communities might indeed feel 
deprived of the Christmas story, the 
tree, and the visit of Santa Claus. 

Yet, as a Jewish parent, I think we 
sometimes go too far in attempting to 
dresent to our children through Chanu! o 
a Jewish equivalent of Christmas. For 
the Jews, the most important and re- 
ligiously significant holidays come in 
the fall with Rosh Ha-shono and Yom 
Xippur. It is not necessary to minimize 
the courage of the Maccabees in the 
face of religious oppression or the won- 
der in the miracle of the burning oil. 
Yet, I feel it is a mistake to convey to 
our children, and often to the non-Jew- 
ish public as well, the impression that 
Chanuko for the Jews is equal in its 
spiritual importance to the birth of Jesus 
for the Christians. 

For many years, truly devout Chris- 
tians have been concerned with the 
commercialization of Christmas. They 
have objected to overemphasis on manu- 
factured decorations, elaborate cards, 
expensive presents, and particularly to 
the mass appeal of Christmas advertis- 
ing intended to pressure many people 
into spending more money than they 
should in pseudo-celebration of an es- 
sentially religious holiday. 

Recently, the Jews often seem to be 
imitating the least valuable aspect of 
Christmas by commercializing Chanuko. 
Suburban near Jewish homes 

(Continued on page 35) 
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from 
Akiba 


THE 
BONDS 





by MURIEL RUKEYSER 
One 


poets and biographers and winner of 


of America’s most distinguished 
numerous major awards for her work. 
“The Bonds” is the third section of a 
long poem about Rabbi Akiba of which 
the introduction appeared in our Pas- 
sover issue. A volume of her collected 
poems will be brought out next Spring 
by the Macmillan Co. 





I. the wine country, poverty, they drink no wine — 


In the endless night of love he lies, apart from love — 


in the landscape of the Word he stares, he has no word. 


He hates and hungers for his immense need. 


He is young. This is a shepherd who rages at learning, 


Having no words. Looks past green grass and sees a woman. 


She, Rachel, who is come to recognize. 


In the huge wordless shepherd she finds Akiba. 


To find the burning Word. To learn to speak. 


The body of Rachel says, the marriage says, 
The eyes of Rachel say, and water upon rock 
Cutting its groove all year says All things learn. 


He learns with his new son whose eyes are wine. 
To sing continually, to find the word. 
He comes to teaching, greater than the deed 


Because it begets the deed, he comes to the stone 


Of long ordeal, and suddenly knows the brook 


Offering water, the citron fragrance, the light of candles. 


All given, and always the giver loses nothing. 


In giving, praising, we move beneath clouds of honor, 
In giving, in praise, we take gifts that are given, 
The spark from one to the other leaping, a bond 


Of light, and we come to recognize the rock; 
We are the rock acknowledging water, and water 
Fire, and woman man, all brought through wilderness; 


And Rachel finding in the wordless shepherd 


Akiba who can now come to his power and speak: 


The need to give having found the need to become: 


More than the calf wants to suck, the cow wants to give suck. 
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Marcus Greenbaum ran his thick stubby 

fingers through the random strands along his 
forehead. “I told Chet Tulley when he came 
around last week I wasn’t interested in join- 


tything, Daniel,” he said. 


DRAWING BY PENROD SCOFIELD 


THE ONLY ONE IN TOWN 


A Short Story 





by JACK ANSELL 


Author of the recently published and 
much-praised novel, His Brother the 
Bear, brought out by Doubleday. He has 
recently completed a second novel. Born 
in Monroe, La., and a resident of the 
South for many years, Mr. Ansell brings 
to the problem of this story the wisdom 
of long observation. 
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Tue TOWN of Twosboro is easy to miss, 
if you are driving more than thirty 
miles an hour along Highway 25. There 
is a small oak arrow on the left side of 
the road, and just below it the words, 
Twossporo 2 MILEs. But there has 
been so much rain in the north-central 
areas of Louisiana lately that the w, the 
s, the b, and the r have faded sadly, 
and are just now barely distinguishable. 
A speeding eye sees only To 00, which 
has been mistaken for everything from 


a new kind of traffic sign to an ad- 

vertisement for Toololoo’s liver remedy, 
which is very popular in this part of the 
world. They have been so busy in Twos- 
boro lately that no one has had time to 
repaint the wooden arrow. 

Until last week there were one thou- 
sand seven hundred thirty-nine residents 
in Twosboro. Marcus and Lillian Green- 
baum were the only Jews. They owned 
and operated one of the two clothing 
and dry goods stores on Lacey Street, 
the seven-block business section of Twos- 
boro, as had Marcus’s father, Abram 
Greenbaum, before him. The firm of A. 
Greenbaum and Son was sixty-seven 
years old last week. Marcus was forty- 
six on Monday. 

It started on Tuesday, just before 
noon. Marcus and his wife, Lillian, were 
stacking levis on the open counter to 
the right of the store’s new all-glass door 
when Daniel Culp, the manager of the 
only supermarket in Twosboro, lum- 
bered in. Daniel Culp always lumbers 
in, just as he always lumbers out. Daniel 
is a tall, rangy, candle-limbed man with 
a pallid face at once so round and so 
sad that it seems forever to be begging 
a return to the right body. Daniel never 
says hello or good-bye. He stares at you 
from baby’s eyes until you feel guilty 
of some small neglect, then with an 
innocence so artless it turns you to 
marble, he says laconically what he has 
come to say. He said what he came to 
say on Tuesday. 

“Marcus. We was some of us noticin’ 
only a hour so ago how you was the 
only man in Twosboro not to been 
signed up by the White Citizens Coun- 
cil.” He paused with a hint of for- 
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bearance. “We think you better do that 
Jittle thing, Marcus.” 

Marcus Greenbaum, whose hair was 
thinning, ran his thick stubby fingers 
through the random strands along his 
forehead. “I told Chet Tulley when he 
came around last week I wasn’t inter- 
ested in joining anything, Daniel,” he 
said. His wife, Lillian, looked down at 
the levis. Her eyes were anxious slits. 

Daniel Culp’s soft, high voice never 
changed its level. His voice is popular 
in Twosboro at the semi-annual Baptist 
revivals. “I tell you somethin’, Marcus. 
Man’s sure got a privilege of changin’ 
his mind one week to the next. This 
week ain’t last week. I ain’t Chet Tulley, 
neither.” 

Marcus, who is a full head-and-a- 
half shorter, and considerably broader, 
looked slowly up. “You don’t need me, 
Daniel. One member more or less 
doesn’t make or break the Citizens 
Council.” 

“We need you, Marcus. Know what 
I mean? We need you. We got to have 
you, Marcus. Okay I send Chet back 
around?” 

Marcus’ lips were pale and pursed. 
“No need to, Daniel,” he said. 

Daniel leaned imperceptibly forward 
but he appeared to Marcus like a man 
toppling from stilts. “You got a love on 
for niggers, Marcus?” His brown in- 
fant’s eyes were black. 

Lillian Greenbaum’s head jerked up 
like a frightened fowl’s. The veins were 
heavy in Marcus’s neck. “There’s no 
need for that kind of talk between us, 
is there, Daniel?” It sounded less a 
question than a soliloquy. Marcus, who 
had never found a particular joy in 
talking, often sounded as though he 
were talking to himself. 

Daniel Culp smiled. “Nobody means 
to be rude or nothin’, Marcus, and 
we’ve knowed each other most all our 
lives I reckon, but it ain’t hard in a 
town size of Twosboro for a Jew and 
a nigger to wind up in the same stall. 
I don’t like bein’ outspoken like that, 
Marcus, an’ I’m only sayin’ it for your 
own good. You an’ your good folks 
been fine citizens since Twosboro come 
into bein’ awmost, but this thing’s big, 
Marcus, it’s got everbody all worked 
up in nearbouts ever town around here. 
There’s durn near as many niggers as 
there are whites in Pachatoula Parish, 
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Marcus, and we got to be organized a 
hunderd per cent proper. Why, them 
coons could get theirselves organized 
faster’n jackrabbits the way this NAACP 
thing’s goin’. No matter what else you 
may of got wind of, all the Council’s 
set out to do is see none of them 
radical notions starts stirrin’ °em up. 
An’ maybe if any one of them black 
boogers starts yappin’ "bout his rights, 
sort of show him what his rightful 
place is. Leastways in Twosboro. Reckon 
you better sign up, Marcus. I'll tell ole 
Chet to drop back by. Nice to seen 
you, Lillian.” 

When Daniel Culp had lumbered 
out, candle-limber and candle-sallow, 
Lillian Greenbaum turned a plaintive 
face, and her voice was shrill. “You 
lost your head, Marcus? Have you gone 
and lost your senses, Marcus? It’s not 
enough to be the only Jewish people in 
this town? You have to be God yet, 
too?” 

Marcus seemed not to hear her. He 
didn’t answer. A curious smile started 
to mingle with the return of color to 
his lips. He always smiled like that 
when he was hurt, or lonely. He began 
arranging the levis in small neat stacks 
again, studying his edged precision with 
a heavy, slow respect. He knew how it 
irritated Lillian, this terrible detachment 
he assumed now with such cruel de- 
liberateness. But he couldn’t do other- 
wise. There was no talking to Lillian 
any more. He only ended up in some 
inarticulate corner, desperately stutter- 
ing the pathetic explanations for what 
he had yet to explain to himself. 

His thick plodding fingers paralleled 
his thoughts. For the hundredth time 
since Chet Tulley had come by the 
store last week he asked himself what 
he was doing. He found no answer, not 
even the thinnest solace of pride. He 
was too small a man, he knew, to ex- 
perience pride which somehow wasn’t 
wanted or shared. He was alone, and 
he wasn’t certain why. 

It was strange. He was not a very 
smart man, and certainly not a brave 
man, and scarcely a man stirred to the 
bowels by the plights of whole races 
and creeds. If anything, he was a 
dismal, diffident man. These things he 
knew, or thought he knew. He was too 
simple a man to understand the maze 
of social consciousness, much less rear 


up to defend it. But when Chet Tulley 
had held out the small white card, 
itself so oddly anonymous, he had said 
no without pause or inflection. And all 
because of some confused chemistry in 
which he—who in Twosboro so often 
forgot he was a Jew—had suddenly, 
near shatteringly, remembered that he 
was. It was nothing he could turn into 
a convincing word, not even to Lillian. 
He recalled with a painful flush how 
he had said to her after Chet Tulley 
left the store, “I think maybe for the 
first time in my life I’m near to know- 
ing what it is to be a Jew,” only to 
have her glower back as she might to 
a child or a fool. He had stayed to 
himself for hours after that, thinking 
about himself, and about Twosboro, and 
about being a Jew. He had known so 
few Jewish families in his life, outside 
his own and Lillian’s. They went to 
nearby Mannerville or to Lillian’s home 
in Vicksburg for the High Holy Days, 
but the rest of the year they were Jews 
in name—in Twosboro. He had lived his 
life in Twosboro, speaking the Twosboro 
tongue, thinking the Twosboro thought. 
And now for the first time in that life 
he was apart from the only people, the 
only home, he had ever really known. 
And no one to understand it, least of 
all himself. Here again, as always, his 
mind reached its stale dead end. His 
hands reached by rote for another stack 
of levis. 

Lillian was raging on, as she had 
since last week. “What’s a name on a 
piece of paper, Marcus? Nothing. Ab- 
solutely nothing. Lord! These people 
are our friends here, Marcus, they’re 
the people we play gin with and watch 
television with. They’re our customers, 
Marcus. Are you forgetting that, too? 
They’re our customers. Do we play gin 
rummy with the shvartsahs? Are we liv- 
ing up north somewhere? This is the 
south, Marcus, it’s Twosboro, we live 
right down here in Twosboro. .. .” 

Marcus heard her, and pretended he 
didn’t; and he felt neither guilty nor 
noble: and he knew, almost dumbly, 
that the fear in her voice was not false. 

On Wednesday, Chet Tulley—the 
only sober barber in Twosboro and an 
unkempt, faltering man—came by again, 
and held out the white card with cal- 
loused fingers and guarded eyes. Marcus 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Avour TO build a house in Israel, we 
looked at what has already been built 
with the sensitized eyes of the archi- 
tect-hunters. Is there, to begin with, 
any characteristic style to construction 
in this new-old land? 

There are, of course, the Arab vil- 
lages, which seem born to their sites, 
romantic compositions of arches and 
walls and bits of stairs and terraces that 
not only express the “picturesque” but 
are molded of a semi-primitive way of 
life. No modern structure-conception 
could repeat the thick stone walls, the 
dark interiors, charming as they may 
be. But certain elements are appealing: 
the enclosed garden, for one, and the 
irregularity of the forms. 

Until quite recently, almost no sug- 
gestion has been taken from these “na- 
tive” structures—whose form doubtless 
goes back to Jewish structures in ancient 
times, as well. Instead, Israel is dotted 
with another characteristic construction- 
sight, except that it should really not 
be characteristic for this country or 
this climate. 

This: is the cluster of red-roofed cot- 
tages. 

If you see something often enough 
you tend to say it is “characteristic,” 
and even our garage man, of German 
origin, when he heard that we were 
about to build a flat-topped house, 
groaned and, pointing to the red-tiled 
houses across the way, said, “That is 
what is characteristic for this country. 
That is what makes me feel at home.” 

Doubtless it did, for he might have 
seen the same red-tiled clusters in Ger- 
many. The white boxes with the red, 
slanted roofs are simply a happenstance, 
in Israel. The people who got the big 
jobs of construction were used to build- 
ing that kind of house. 

Even in the kibbutzim, there was 
small variation. Occasionally, an inter- 
esting chedar-ochel or watchtower broke 
the pattern. 

And in the cities? Tel Aviv, until 





by MEYER LEVIN 

One of America’s most respected novel- 
ists and author of the best-sellers Com- 
pulsion and Eva. He now makes his 
home in Israel and in this article de- 
scribes the vicissitudes he encounters 
in getting it built. 
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BUILDS 


HIS DREAM HOUSE 


fairly recently, was a horror of cenrent 
cheese boxes. With very few exceptions 
—the Mann auditorium is one—nothing 
distinguished has been added. 

Haifa has a number of more inter- 
esting residences, particularly in the 
newer sections atop the Carmel, but 
these are interesting more for their spec- 
tacular situation than for ideas in archi- 
tecture. 

Jerusalem is literally a rule unto it- 
self, for the municipal regulation requir- 
ing stone-block construction has im- 
posed a certain square dignity on the 
structures. The late Eric Mendelsohn 
contributed several beautifully-balanced 
edifices, particularly at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity on Mount Scopus. The Uni- 
versity, incidentally, has again been 
fortunate—in its new campus, built 
more in the international style. And 
parenthetically, the Weizmann Institute 
in Rehovoth boasts a few exciting ex- 
amples of this style. But the largest new 
Jerusalem structures, the exhibition hall 
and the rabbinical center, are inept, and 
the proposed design for the Knesseth is 
a horror. 

It seems on the whole that in a coun- 
try where everything was being built 
anew, where a_ glorious opportunity 
existed for architects, little of exciting 
value has been produced. 


Yet a new crop of architects is now 
entering the scene, and they have al- 
ready succeeded in stimulating some of 
the older men to revive their approach. 
The “ole guard” consists basically of 
Carmi, Sharon, and Richter—Richter 
and Carmi did the Mann auditorium. 
Each of the three has a son entering 
the profession. Young Richter, for ex- 
ample, has adapted the “native” inner 
courtyard to the modern residence, and 
produced several charming small houses 
in this style. The danger is that he will 
“type” himself. 

What one looks for, rather, is the 
creative architect who has an idiom of 
his own but who dislikes to repeat him- 
self, who seeks always the new problem, 
the challenge for a new creation. Such 
was Frank Lloyd Wright, in contrast to 
the presently-in-vogue Meis van der 
Rohe, whose genius is to fit everything 
into the same glass box, whether it be 
a university or a factory. It is a pity 
that Wright was not invited to Israel 
before his death, as even in his last years 
he was splendidly creative. 

Quite by accident we came across a 
disciple of his who has proven the solu- 
tion to our own architect-search. We 
were then living at the beach of Beth 
Yanai, some miles north of Natanyah. 

(Continued on page 37) 
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RUTH 
by BETH LAVINE 


O,.,, Ruth, thy face agleam amid the har- 
vest, 

What seek you in this field new-pearled 
with dawn? 

Hunger for barley or for love of man, 

These have not brought you here, nor love 
of woman, 

For she is but the momentary finger at your 
heart, 

That gray-faced, tearful monument of sighs— 

“Turn back, for | am empty.” 

There is a portent in your mantle heaped 
with autumn. 

Prepare your soul now for another finger 

In some more sullen dawn to touch a harp 

And lift one king, then make another king. 

For this the Lord has winnowed you 

And gathered you this dawn 


Upon His soul’s own threshing-floor. 


LOT’S WIFE 
by STANLEY GOTTHEIMER 


Lot's wife, remembered for her form, her final 
form, 

Did she live for her cooking pots? 

What was life like in Sodom for a respectable 
matron? 

And her name, her name? 

Looking back, she saw, she saw 

Familiarity in the strange beast’s jaw, 

Met eye of the red basilisk 

And suffered stonehood for her risk. 

Contracting their heart-searing glance 

Women knew her circumstance 

Who lived faceless to die bloodless 

Of war’s hemophile homesickness. 

Destroyer and His favorite 

Chroniclers take time to sift, 

Find flame and phoenix that they make 

Diagrammed in the dust of wreck. 

Lot’s wife, nameless to a fault, 

Shapes up silently in salt. 

Disordered by the wind that wears, 


Her form, our human way, are pairs. 
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Once UPON A TIME there was a people 
who lived in darkness and gloom. They 
were dominated by successive conquerors 
and each invader imposed his special brand 
of slavery upon them. Dismal as was their 
present, so much blacker appeared their 
future. They seemed doomed to an eternal 
shadowy existence until there arose amongst 
them a certain prophet. He said to them, 
“There is hope for us only if we leave this 
doleful prison. | shall lead you out of the 
darkness and we shall journey to another 
territory where we can begin life anew.” 

The people cried out, “We have been liv- 
ing in darkness, lo, these many years. We 
have known nothing else. How can we see 
our way out of the darkness?”’ 

The prophet replied, “| have fashioned 
for each one of you a torch. We shall light 
the torches and thus our way will be il- 


lumined for us as we march to a new land. 
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However, there is one condition. Once we 
have lit the torches, we must keep them lit 
even when we have come unto the new 
land. We must never permit the torch in 
our hands to be extinguished.” 

The people hailed this announcement, and 
with torches kindled they journeyed through 
the darkness and gloom. Each day that they 
marched the torches burned bigger and 
brighter. Each day the torches became more 
intense and more fiery. Each day the torches 
cast their beam further and stronger. Each 
day the torches became as suns of the 
heaven. One day a beautiful vista greeted 
their eyes. In front of them was a new land 
where the sun shone steadily and brightly. 
The valleys sparkled with light, the hills were 
incandescent, the plains were radiant. In this 
land there was only light. There was ao 
night and there was no shade. Here they 
settled. No more slavery, no more conquerors 
to subject them—this was the luster of free- 
dom. 

As the light was continuous and engulfing, 
the people soon said to themselves, ‘“Why 
are we carrying these lighted torches in our 
hands? This is silly. We no longer need 
them. Let us throw them away now.” 

The prophet pleaded with them to keep 
the torches lit but to no avail. Soon all the 
torches were extinguished. As the flames 
died out the beautiful vista changed its 
color. The valleys and the hills and the plains 
were now wreathed in darkness and gloom. 
There was no light anywhere. The people 
rushed to the prophet in terror. “What has 
happened?” they demanded. ‘Why has all 
the wondrous light of this new land been 
blotted out?’ 

The prophet cried bitterly, “Why did you 
not understand that the brilliance and illu- 
mination which you beheld in the new land 
were the brilliance and illumination which 
you brought with your own torches?” 
Moral: Freedom gives no light of its own 

to any land, The light is from our 
own torch in our hand. 
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pees YEARS AGO there was a delight- 
ful Walt Disney movie making the 
rounds, a light-hearted potpourri of 
South American episodes. I mention it 
now because there was a scene in it 
that stuck in my mind and that seems 
to accumulate significance with the 
years. In the scene, our own Donald 
Duck, dressed to the nines as an Amer- 
ican tourist, was strolling down some 
street in a Bolivian city, carefully aim- 
ing his camera in an effort to snap a 
picture of a colorful Indian woman with 
a guagua—the Bolivian equivalent of a 
papoose—strapped to her back. Sud- 
denly, Donald was startled to see the 
baby emerge from the ahuayo, or sack, 
and point his camera for a snapshot 
of Donald! Then, the infant quickly 
popped into the sack again. Shaken, to 
say the least, was Donald’s expression. 

I mention this frivolous episode now 
because it illustrates so pointedly what 
the traveler, caught up in his own 
tangle of passports, papers, and !an- 
guage difficulties, sometimes tends to 
overlook: he is not only gaping at the 
strange world around him, he is also 
himself a subject for study. 

The summer tourist season is over 
now. It’s time for the color slides and 
the anecdotes, time to give our impres- 
sions, our evaluations, our generaliza- 
tions, based on what we have seen and 
heard for ourselves. But we mustn’t 
forget that we, too, have been seen and 
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LANDS 


heard, and the impressions we have made 
will be the basis for generalization and 
evaluations on the part of the in- 
habitants of the lands we have visited. 

Stereotypes die hard. The world for 
years cherished a cartoon picture of us, 
dressed like Donald Duck in Bolivia, 
depicted on countless movie screens 
over the years as wealthy, carefree, 
spoiled and a bit ridiculous. Prodigal 
with tips, wailing about the service, im- 
patient, fussy, self-centered, immature. 
... Gradually, the outline of this pic- 
ture is changing. Western Europeans, 
North Africans, South Americans, are 
coming reluctantly to admit that we're 
not all rich, not all spoiled, not even 
all extroverts. Some are rumored, what 
is more, to come without cameras or, 
at least, to conceal tiny ones discreetly 
in pocket or purse. And _ gradually, 
others are coming to admit we can be 
perceptive, patient, educable, ready and 
willing to learn other tongues, however 
irrepressible our accents, and are not to 
the last man mere superficial fact- 
hunters measuring waterfalls with tape- 
measures. A few are even willing to 
grant that there are countless Amer- 
icans who cannot afford to travel over- 
seas, despite the staggering number in 
evidence. 

Where does the American Jew fit into 
this picture? How do we look in the 





mental snapshots the natives keep of us? 

While there is no uniform image of 
the American Jew, a few generaliza- 
tions about him appear to have universal 
acceptance. First, he is known to be 
generous—his open-handedness to Is- 
rael is proverbial. He is also known 
to take his religion seriously and to do 
much to keep it alive. Beyond these 
points of agreement, there are different 
images of the American Jews cherished 
by the Israeli, the Jew in Western lands, 
the Jew in the so-called underdeveloped 
areas, the Jew in Communist countries. 

Israeli Jewry is the most important 
for many and obvious reasons, but in the 
present context it must be kept in mind 
that the majority of tourists who visit 
Israel are American Jews. And Ameri- 
can Jews who have frequent contacts 
with Israelis are resigned to come up 
against what appears to be a collective 
chip on the Israeli shoulder. The Re- 
form rabbi, in particular, needs all the 
patience he can muster to take the Is- 
raeli’s amused shrug of the shoulder in 
his stride. Yet, in Israel, there are two 
kinds of Jews with entirely different 
images of the American Jew. 

To the newcomer in Israel, the Amer- 





ican Jew is a beloved figure. The chances 
are that his children go to American 
aided schools and learn bread-winning 
skills in ORT establishments. In_sick- 
ness he may well be cared for in a 
Hadassah-sponsored hospital and in old 
age, the American Joint Distribution 
Committee’s homes hold out promise 
ot rest. When he takes a walk, forests 
of shade trees bear names of Amer- 
ican individuals or institutions. He may 
not know what UJA is when you spell 
it out, but he knows what it means. 
The Vatik, the old settler, has an 
altogether different attitude. It is in his 
name Mr. Ben-Gurion speaks when he 
chides American Jews for refusing to 
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immigrate to Israel. He has a deep- 
seated conviction that the Jews in Amer- 
ica have an insecure position and that 
some day American Jewry will turn to 
Israel for help even as Israel is turn- 
ing to America today. He is puzzled by 
the lack of American immigrants and 
considers the Zionist movement in 
America a failure. 

The average Israeli is as well in- 
formed about Jewish events in America 
as the American Jew. Israeli newspapers 
send some of their finest reporters to 
cover the U. S. scene. 

But it is the American tourist who 
helps to bring the image of the Amer- 
ican Jew into a closer focus. Needless 
to say again, the picture tends to be a 
stereotype and misleading. Those Amer- 
icans—they spend too much money on 
worthless souvenirs, demand comfort 
and cannot even speak the language. 
Israelis who come to America and see 
that the majority of Jews have to 
struggle hard to make a living, lead 
reasonably Jewish and comparatively 
unmolested lives, never quite recover 
from the shock! 

The situation among Western Jews. 
i.e., in Britain, France, Holland, Scan- 
dinavia, and to a limited extent in South 
America, South Africa, and Australia, 
is quite different. Here, traditionally, the 
image of the American Jew used to 
evoke benevolent amusement. This 
image, too, is rapidly changing. When 
congregations are now searching for 
rabbis, educational material, and even 
ideas—they find that they have to turn 
to the U. S. In South Africa and in 
Australia this has been the case for 
some time and Jewish communities 
there have much in common with their 
American counterparts. Indeed, the 
Western Jew today is quite as well off 
materially as the American. Of course. 
he was not so during and immediately 
after the last war when Americans had 





DRAWINGS BY 
R. J. CARRASCO 


CHANUKO, 1960 


to bear the brunt of philanthropic bur- 
dens. But the Western Jew is content to 
leave well enough alone. With the ex- 
ception of the limited success of Zionist 
fund-raising activities and the French 
Alliance Israélite in the field of educa- 
tion in North Africa, Western Jewry 
has much to learn from America in this 
regard. Rabbis, ministers, and teachers 
are uniformly low-salaried and conse- 
quently in short supply. With the excep- 
tion of the Reform and Liberal congre- 
gations, religious life appears to consist 
of bickering about shechita control and 
hurling invective at the growing Reform 
movement. 
However, 
from time to time over the fact that of 
the many American Jewish tourists who 
so diligently gaze upon St. Paul’s in 
London, the Sacre Coeur in Paris, St. 
Peter's in Rome, so few ever bother to 
look up the historic synagogues and 
Jewish monuments in Europe. It is gen- 
erally true that overseas’ Jewish visitors 
in America seldom fail to attend serv- 
ices at a temple or go to a Jewish 


resentment is expressed 


museum. 





In the mellahs of North Africa as 
much as in Iran, Iraq, and India, there 
persists yet another—and in many ways 
more remarkable—image of the Amer- 
ican Jew. It can best be approximated 
if one were to imagine that F. D. R. was 
one’s paternal uncle (perhaps once re- 
moved) and the Churchills were rela- 
tives from the other side. This may 
not help in filling out tax returns, but 
what a glorious topic for conversation! 

The persistence of this image is all 
the more remarkable because it is so 
undeserved. The Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee has a relief program in. this 
area which frequently and literally saves 
lives. Similarly, ORT operates a num- 
ber of vocational training schools which 
are giving many a new lease on life. 

In the sphere, only the 





religious 


World Union for Progressive Judaism 
(of which UAHC, NFTS, and CCAR 
are U. S. constituents) and Lubavitsher 
Chasidim are active. The World Union 
is also active in India; and in North 
Africa there is the Jnstitut International 
d'Etudes Hebraiques in Paris which 
trains students from North Africa as 
rabbis and teachers. The Lubavitsher 
also rely for much of their support on 
American friends, through y’shivos in 
North Africa. And even for this limited 
work it is extraordinarily difficult to 
obtain funds. 

The greatest obstacle, perhaps, is sim- 
ply due to absence of information. Not 
enough American Jews are aware of the 
280-odd “black” Jews of Cochin, India, 
who could not follow the more than 
3,000 members of their community who 
immigrated to Israel because of their 
incurable affliction caused by elephan- 
tiasis. Nor is there sufficient awareness 
of the incredible poverty among the 
12.000 Bene Israel of Bombay, or in 
Morocco and in Algiers. 

In the Communist countries, a press- 
inspired image of the American Jew 
which is increasingly negative and hos- 
tile competes against one based on in- 
timate personal contacts now cherished 
only by an aging minority of Jews. 
Virtually, every Jewish family has some 
relatives in America and it is difficult 
to picture one’s cousin (even a few 
times removed) as a_ wicked war- 
mongering capitalist. The tragedy lies 
among the not-so-young, post-revolu- 
tionary Russian Jews and the still young 
post-World War t Polish, Rumanian, 
Hungarian, and Czech Jews. In the 
absence of any first-hand experience, the 
official image is steadily gaining ground. 
Instances of insults being hurled at visit- 
ing American Jews are not unknown— 
made all the more poignant by the fact 
that they come from school children. 

This sad situation is heightened by 
an even worse one. Far too many re- 
turning American tourists—only par- 
tially informed, burning with indigna- 
tion and protected by all the safeguards 
of a great democracy—rush into print 
and to the speaker’s rostrum citing 
actual or easily recognizable incidents 
and sources of well-meaning informa- 
tion. In the end only the informant or 

(Continued on page 39) 
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Ghetto worshippers 
harassed by Nazis 
in a scene from 


“The Wall’ 


TRIUMPHS OF THE MARKET 


| HAVE HAD OCCASION to remark that 
Jewish subject matter is now “commer- 
cial.” This has its perils as well as its 
opportunities. No doubt, it makes pos- 
sible an authentic portrait of Jewish life 
free from both sentimentalization and 
self-hatred. But the market-place has an 
ugly way of triumphing. And in the 
end we may get that final indignity— 
images of Jewish life that are merely 
cute. After all, “The Rise of the Gold- 
bergs” was one of the first of the situa- 
tion comedies. Are we now going to see 
Jewish situation comedies lacking even 
the elemental drama of the climb out 
of the ghetto? 











Theater 


These dour observations have been 
touched off by the inside story I recently 
learned about a new Jewish comedy on 
Broadway, “The 49th Cousin,” starring 
Menasha Skulnik. It appears that the 
Theatre Guild, emboldened by the suc- 
cess last season of “Majority of One,” 
an undistinguished comedy but a 
money-maker, shopped around for an- 
other Jewish play. But the important 
thing, you see, is not to impose a strain 
upon the audience. The comfortable 
middle-class Jew—like his gentile coun- 
terpart—wants reminders of his identity, 
enjoys even a faint tug of chauvinism, 
but not at the cost of any great emo- 








tional travail. The Theatre Guild has 
thus come up with a mild little excur- 
sion into nostalgia—a play set in the 
early part of the century about a crusty 
Jewish father with four marriageable 
daughters whom he would like to un- 
load. This gives promise of being just 
right—innocuous, lightweight suburban 
fare. 

Now this chop-licking expropriation 
of Jewish themes by the Theatre Guild 
is ali to the good if it reminds producers 
that there is a vast and profitable Jewish 
audience in the New York area. More- 
over, this audience has attained a degree 
of self-consciousness—in the best sense 
—which makes it intensely interested 
in portraits of itself. (It is often a cul- 
ture in swift transition like ours that 
creates and nourishes a great art. Wit- 
ness James Joyce’s Ireland, Shakes- 
peare’s England, and Chekhov’s Russia. 
We have the audience but it is in danger 
of being enfeebled by intellectual sloth, 
cozened by the ad-man’s pitch that life 
is just one big suburban barbecue.) 

In the meantime, the fate of “The 
Wall,” a vast and stirring drama is now 
in doubt. I saw it a few nights after its 
opening and was distressed by the fact 
that a good part of the house was empty. 
Equally distressing was the audience re- 
action—polite and perfunctory. The 
crucial question is: Was audience re- 
sponse pallid because of the limitations 
of the play or because people resent 
being pulled out of their affluent drowsi- 
ness and hurled into the apocalyptic pit 
of twenty years ago? 

As a novel, The Wall was a powerful, 
probing, deeply humane work. (Exodus, 
by comparison, reads like a UJA re- 
lease.) As a play, “The Wall” suffers 
from an excess of virtue. It is an honest, 
respectful transcription of the novel— 
too honest! Its trouble is that it tries 
to encompass the novel’s sprawling 
complexity onstage. What it gains in 
richness it loses in dramatic force and 
unity. It takes half of the first act, for 
example, merely to handle the exposi- 
tion. But near the end of the first act, 
the play leaps to vibrant life. And when 
marries 





a lovely young couple and 
dances and rejoices against a cacophon- 
ous background of cries of terror in the 
ghetto “The Wall” 
drama of shattering intensity. And later 


on, when the first shots of resistance are 


streets, achieves 
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fired, there is an almost unutterable 
sense of release. And it’s all there: the 
brave Jews and the frightened ones, the 
monstrously efficient cruelties of the 
Nazis, and, above everything else, the 
rousing affirmation of life in the midst 
of death. 

One should acknowledge the play’s 
artistic untidiness; this is no slick dra- 
matic package. There are uncertainties 
of tone. (The audience laughed nerv- 
ously whenever a character made a 
humorous reference to Hitler.) Out of 
a desire not to start too “high” (emo- 
tionally high, that is)—for where can 
you go from there?—Millard Lampell 
sketched a portrait of ghetto life in its 
first Nazi phase which was too bland, 
too cheerful. It may even be that we 
can’t handle the full enormity of the 
Warsaw ghetto experience, that we can 
apprehend the Nazi era only through 
a metaphor like “The Diary of Anne 
Frank.” The suffering in the “The Wall” 
is too huge, too naked, too lacerating. 
But it is for these very reasons that the 
play deserves large and sympathetic 
audiences. 








Films 


The only film of Jewish interest at 
the moment is “Exodus,” which should 
be turning up soon. But this is a good 
time to point out that old taboos are 
currently being shattered all over the 
movie lot. Yet there seems to be a tacit 
restriction on the exploration of every- 
day Jewish life. There is a whole new, 
dramatically valid world to explore, if 
only the movie-makers would exercise 
the imagination and boldness to do so. 





Books 

The flood of Jewish books shows lit- 
tle sign of abating. Harry Golden's 
Enjoy! Enjoy! is on the best seller list. 
It’s the same mixture as before: Golden 
in his genial role as sage of the candy 
store. The tone is still relaxed, shrewd, 
and earthy. It’s not great literature, 
but it is sane and engaging, and Golden 
is on the side of all the secular angels. 

Anna Teller purports to be an epic, 
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but it proved to be only an epic mish- 
mash. Written by Jo Sinclair, author 
of The Wasteland, this book reviews the 
stirring events of the last half century. 
But all it does is throw together in a 
tasteless stew mother-son conflict, the 
Spanish Civil War, the Hungarian up- 
rising of 1956, and mild suburban agon- 
ies. The novel deals with a doughty old 
Jewish lady, a Freedom Fighter, who 
joins her struck-it-rich son in Detroit. 
The conflicts and reconciliations be- 
tween mother and son provide the dra- 
matic spine of the novel. The Jewish 
component of the novel, however, is 
ambiguous. Anna Teller is more Hun- 
garian peasant than Jew, and she even 
marries off one daughter to a Christian 
who turns Nazi later on. But neither 
she, nor her son, ever comes to terms 
with the problem of Jewish identity. 
He does join a temple, but this is more 
a gesture of suburban surrender than an 
act of affirmation. But nothing much 
matters, for in the end all conflict and 
drama are muffled by bottomless layers 
of vapid and self-indulgent talk. 

A novel one can take far more ser- 
iously is Jan DeHartog’s The Inspec- 
tor. It is a compassionate account of 
a heroic and self-immolating attempt 
by a middle-aged Dutch inspector to 
smuggle a dying Jewish girl into Pales- 
tine. The time is 1946, the Nazi disaster 
still ringing in the ears of its stunned 
survivors. Peter Jongman, the detective, 
is no swashbuckler but a “clipped mid- 
dle-aged duck.” “Out of millions of 
well-meaning but ineffectual middle- 
aged men, fate had appointed him to 
undo a crime some other middle-aged 
men had perpetrated on the innocent.” 
And the girl is an older Anne Frank, a 
battered victim of fiendish Nazi medi- 
cal experiments but still marvelously 
capable of yearning. And there is a 
gaunt reminder for all of us when the 
inspector cries out against a world 
“united in the tacit determination to pre- 
tend that the Nazi episode had never 
happened.” 

Nevertheless, the book’s sweet hu- 
manity is vitiated by the portrayal of 
the Jewish Agency people who come to 
help the girl. An opposition is drawn 
between the inspector, unselfishly con- 
cerned with the girl, and the Jewish 
officials who want to take her to Amer- 


ica to exploit her suffering for propa- 





ganda purposes. This is a real enough 
issue, and one can even sympathize with 
Jewish functionaries who interpret their 
responsibilities in that way. But their 
personalities are so unpleasant that it 
calls DeHartog’s philosemitism into 
question. One can quarrel, too, with the 
suggestion that the Jewish deity is a 
God of righteousness and not of love. 
Haven't we heard the last of that 
canard? 

Interesting enough, there is a new 
novel by Maurice Samuel, that grizzled 
veteran of Jewish causes, which neatly 
upsets that notion. Not entirely success- 
ful as a novel but immensely fascinat- 
ing as an exploration of religious ideas, 
The Second Crucifixion demonstrates 
the dynamic intimacy between Judaism 
and Christianity. The novel deals with 
Marcella, a Roman lady of quality, who 
discovers that she is of Jewish origin 
and flees to the Jewish quarter. She is 
married to the patrician Julius, a kind 
of uptown beatnik, second century style. 
(He embraces Christianity the way his 
counterparts today play around with 
Zen Buddhism.) Conflict sets in when 
Julius kidnaps their child for fear she 
will be reared as a Jew. Marcella, in 
the meantime, has adopted the way of 
life of the Ebionites, a Jewish sect which 
accepts Jesus as a teacher but not as 
Messiah. People of good will on both 
sides then try in vain to restore the child 
to her mother. 

Samuel demonstrates through chap- 
ter and verse that Jesus fulminated 
against the wicked in as harsh a fashion 
as any prophet and that Jewish teach- 
ings were not pervaded by a vindictive, 
angry spirit. In fact, the spiritual kin- 
ship of the two religions only heightens 
the pathos of their failure to stretch out 
their hands to each other. At the end, 
Marcella acknowledges: “We 
must leave them alone, they must leave 
us alone, we are bringers of dissension 
among them.” And in the other camp, 
there is a passionate denunciation by a 
far-sighted Christian of the rising tides 
of anti-Semitism: “What are you doing? 
You are poisoning the well of salvation, 


sadly 


you are preparing the corruption of the 
church. .. . You are preparing deeds as 
foul as those done in the Ampitheater 
and those foul deeds will be done in 
the name of Christ! It is the second 





crucifixion. .. .” 
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THE QUALITIES 
OF LEADERSHIP 


Dasccrves of the National Federa- 
tion of Temple Brotherhoods as a dy- 
namic force in Reform Judaism are 
set forth in our constitution: 

1. To stimulate interest 
worship, Jewish studies, social service 
and other kindred activities; 

2. To cooperate with the UAHC in 
carrying out its national plans, and 

3. To sponsor the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society, created to disseminate knowl- 
edge about Judaism, its concepts, tenets, 
history, literature and culture. 

Since we conceive of Judaism as a 
religion of perpetual growth, we must 
look to our membership for leaders 
who will effectuate our objectives. 

How do we best accomplish this goal? 
How do we inspire men to take active 
part in brotherhood? How do we bring 
out the potentials for leadership, in 
which all of our institutions are rich? 
They must be dug out, even as a vein of 
precious ore, and then refined. 


in Jewish 


by SEYMOUR M. LIEBOWITZ 
The treasurer of NFTB, a New York 
attorney, and one of the active national 
brotherhood leaders. He is past presi- 
dent of Temple Israel Men’s Club, Law- 
rence, L. 1. and NFTB chairman of the 
Development Fund for Reform Judaism. 
This article is excerpted from his address 
at the Annual Leaders Workshop of the 
Metropolitan Conference of Temple 
Brotherhoods September 25. 


brotherhood’s 


Reflect upon your 
membership, and I am sure you will dis- 
cover you have three categories of mem- 
bers: those who believe in what ~we 
seek to accomplish; those who don’t be- 
lieve, and those who make believe. 

Those who don’t believe can be elim- 
inated from our thinking until such time 
as they are more interested, or until they 
become better integrated. Those who 
make believe are soon discovered in the 
acid tests of interest and attendance. 

Those who do _ believe, who are 
anxious to be accepted as part and 
parcel of our work, are the hard core 
we must nurture and develop. 

It is appropriate, therefore, that we 
outline the basic qualities desired in our 
particular form of leadership, and then 
go on to determine how we can spark 
our members to project themselves into 
our total picture. 

The qualities which I feel character- 
ize effective, dynamic and understand- 
ing leadership are: 

1. Interest of a sincere and truthful 
nature. 

2. Application to our accepted tasks 
and obligations. 

3. Appreciation of the problems and 
efforts of others. 

4. Friendliness. 

5. Moral strength in upholding the 
principles of our religion. 

6. Ability to plan imaginatively and 
to present new thoughts enthusiastically, 





articulately and skilfully. 

7. Diplomacy to handle tactfully oc- 
casional disagreement or antagonism. 

Perhaps all of us do not possess each 
of these qualities, but collectively we 
in our individual temples have the 
greater portion of them. 

We must develop a reserve of future 
leadership to help assure the future 
growth of Reform Judaism. This re- 
quires three things: 

1. Indoctrination. Responsibility of 
leadership in a brotherhood of a Re- 
form temple implies something more 
than merely running a successful dance 
or golf tournament. It carries an obliga- 
tion to transmit to the members a better 
understanding of the fundamental be- 
liefs and purposes of our faith. 

NFTB’s adult education program has 
done much to pave the way. More men 
must be inspired to become interested 
participants. Every member should have 
a clear understanding of brotherhood’s 
place in the Reform movement. The 
brotherhood is an arm of this vital body, 
attached by blood and muscle. 

2. Involvement. It is my strong feel- 
ing that we do not attempt to involve 
a sufficient number of men in our over- 
all programs. We do not make our gen- 
eral membership feel that they are 
something more than seat fillers at a 
meeting. There are many business and 
professional men, who, if given the 
responsibility and the opportunity to 
serve, will do so with ability, imagina- 
tion and distinction. 

3. Recognition. Finally, we should 
see that those who aspire to leadership, 
and demonstrate their interest, abilities 
and dedication by becoming involved, 
receive the proper recognition for their 
efforts. Everyone enjoys such recogni- 
tion, and our projects will flourish as a 
result. There is a great deal of satisfac- 
tion and pleasure to be derived from 
Opening up opportunities for others, 
giving praise when earned. 

By a sympathetic understanding, after 
a test of abilities measured by the basic 
qualities I have outlined, we who pro- 
fess to be leaders can offer the experi- 
ence of leadership to others, thus bene- 
fitting ourselves, our temples and our 
brotherhoods. Walter Lippmann once 
wrote that “The final test of a leader is 
that he leaves behind him in other men 
the conviction and the will to carry on.” 
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PROGRAMS WITH IMPACT 


Waar MAKES a good temple brother- 
hood program? A timely subject has 
impact. A well known personality is an 
attraction. It should be a program on a 
high cultural plane, suitable for a 
temple, and one that enlightens and 
stimulates your members. It can be a 
welcome relief from the plethora of trite 
and innocuous TV shows. 

The first step is to ascertain the real 
interests of your members. They are in- 
terested in Judaism, or they would not 
belong to your temple. They are in- 
terested in their families and their com- 
munity. Your brotherhood meeting 
provides a splendid opportunity to ex- 
plore in depth some of the vital prob- 
lems of our changing world and to 
apply the timeless teaching of our 
dynamic faith. 

Imagination, information and effort 
are required. One of the most tangible 
brotherhood aids is the NFTB Lecture 
Bureau and Program Service. Use it! 
It is available to temple men’s clubs by 
writing us at 838 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 21, N. Y. We book over 400 
speakers a year for our brotherhoods 
throughout the country. Our printed 
Lecture Bureau Supplement lists sev- 
eral hundred speakers and other pro- 





by TILLIE GINSBURG 
NFTB Lecture Bureau 





Carlson 
Under Cover 


Hottelet 
Peace 


CHANUKO, 1960 


gram suggestions by subject and region. 

Start with a basic idea. Certainly, 
world peace is the most pressing issue 
of our times. An evening with Richard 
C. Hottelet, noted foreign correspondent 
and newscaster, on “The Chances for 
Peace” is a sure fire hit. Many other 
well-informed commentators, journalists 
and educators are available. Competent 
speakers can be obtained from the 
United Nations, consulates, government 
agencies and colleges. 

Speakers who can give first hand im- 
pressions of the world’s trouble spots 
generally go over well. John Roy Carl- 
son, author and lecturer, who recently 
returned from an under-cover visit to 
Cuba, draws excellent attendance and 
lively discussion at brotherhood meet- 
ings. 

Programs of Jewish content are most 
satisfying. An evening with Maurice 
Samuel, gifted Jewish writer and scholar, 
is an intellectual feast. Sunday Bible 
breakfasts and adult education forums 
sponsored by the brotherhood are in- 
creasingly popular. Many suggestions 
are contained in the NFTB Adult Edu- 
cation Kit and Digest Supplement. 
Brotherhood retreats and week-end in- 
stitutes are giving our men deeper in- 
sights in the Jewish way of life. Pro- 
gram dealing with the Jewish family, 
ethics in business and a better under- 
standing of our Prayer Book give our 
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members something worth while for 
their time and their dues. 

Variety is important in planning your 
schedule of meetings for the year in 
advance. A father-child function can be 
entertaining and yet give your child 
identification with his heritage. Larry 
Klepper does an act on “Magic in the 
Bible” and relates his program to ‘the 
nearest Jewish holiday. 

Interfaith meetings in February, 
Brotherhood Month, are likely suc- 
cesses. An interfaith speaker like the 
Rev. Dr. Donald Harrington enlightens 
our men about other faiths and the 
common bond we share with them. 

A meeting devoted to Jewish humor 
is a novelty. Is Bookbinder, “prince of 
Jewish humor”, and other humorists are 
available at moderate fees. 

Although the size of your budget does 
not always insure an outstanding pro- 
gram, name speakers generally require 
fees. Travel expenses also must be con- 
sidered in bringing in men from a dis- 
tance. Where your budget is small, local 
ingenuity must be employed. Some 
brotherhoods capitalize on the attrac- 
tion of an outstanding personality, en- 
tertainer or show by sponsoring them 
for a temple fund raising project. 

Interesting meetings can be built 
around the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
motion pictures, with speakers or a dis- 
cussion. Prints may be obtained from 
NFTB or your local aic’_-outor. 

Getting ycur m<.abers out to meet- 
ine is an ‘important factor. NFTB’s 
Meeting Publicity Kit provides effec- 
tive meeting notices at minimum cost. 
Notices in brotherhood and temple 
bulletins are essential. A telephone 
squad is the maximum effort. 

Good programming requires intelli- 
gent planning and work, but the results 
are justified in increased fellowship and 
cultural and religious growth. 
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PROFILES 


Tuer CAME TO LAUGH at the opening 
dinner meeting of Temple Beth Hillel 
Men’s Club in North Hollywood, Calif. 
September 6. The guest speaker was 
Steve Allen, famed TV comedian. When 
he started to talk, however, the 200 
men in the audience became serious. 

“Why is war immoral today?” he 
began. “Because the instruments of de- 
struction it employs are blindly imper- 
sonal. Those who use them lose control 
and foreknowledge of their actions. 
Nuclear war is total war. Today’s 
weapons fire on old men, women and 
children, churches, hospitals, schools; 
just as they do on armies, barracks and 
fortifications. 

“Nuclear war potentially embraces 
the entire earth. The nations are so 
close now that it is almost impossible 
to localize a conflict. 

“Finally, war today is immoral, be- 
cause if it is a collective sin, and it is, 
it also permits individual sins to mul- 
tiply in a manner difficult to exag- 
gerate.” 

This was a different Steve Allen from 
the man they knew. This was a deadly 
serious man, acutely aware of the threat 
of nuclear war and passionately dedi- 
cated to carrying the torch of peace and 





Steve Allen 


of brotherhood. The fire of his convic- 
tions ignited a flame in our hearts. 

Steve Allen, a top name in show busi- 
ness, has made his mark as a comedian, 
composer, lyricist, actor, pianist, author 
and public. speaker. 

His recently published autobiography 
“Mark It and Strike It” already is in its 
third printing. 

As a serious actor he starred on 
Broadway in “The Pink Elephant” and 
played the title role in “The Benny 
Goodman Story”. More recently he co- 
starred in “College Confidential” with 
his wife, actress Jayne Meadows. 

As a pianist, orchestra leader and 
composer, Allen is constantly at work. 
Some of his best-selling record albums 
include “Steve Allen Plays’, “Music for 
Tonight,” “And All That Jazz’, and 
“Steve Allen Sings”. As a performer 
and composer, Steve has some 30 al- 
bums to his credit. 
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He has written more than 2000 songs, 
including such popular standards as 
“This Could Be The Start of Some- 
thing”, “Pretend You Don’t See Her”, 
and “Impossible”. He wrote the title 
songs for several top movies: “Picnic”, 
“Houseboat”, “On The Beach”, “Sleep- 
ing Beauty”, and “Bell, Book and 
Candle”. 

How does a man feel who has been 
blessed with the apparent ability to ac- 
complish almost anything he attempts? 
“Whatever a man can do,” he says, “if 
he possesses unique talent, is as surely 
given to him as his ten toes and ten 
fingers. He is powerless to resist the 
temptation to do what he can”. 

To Steve Allen talent is not enough. 
Only by using the gifts of hand, mind 
and heart for his fellow man, is one 
truly measured. 

As co-chairman of the Hollywood 
Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy, 
he makes scores of talks on “Morality 
and Nuclear War”. 

As a foe of capital punishment, he 
has spoken forth boldly and clearly. 

As a fighter for freedom of speech, 
he has dared the wrath of both TV 
sponsor and network, sometimes to his 
own personal and financial detriment. 

This is a man who dares to stand up 
and be counted. 

As Ted Lepon, president of Beth 
Hillel Men’s Club, presented Steve 
Allen with the club’s annual Brother- 
hood Award, “to one who places public 
duty above personal interest”, the audi- 
ence arose as one in tribute. 

They came to laugh. They went home 
inspired. Steve Allen did not tickle 
their funnybones. He stirred their souls. 

DaviD LESSER CAPLAN 
Assistant Executive Director, NFTB 


Welcome, 
New Affiliates 


Livingston, N. J.. MEN’S CLUB OF 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL, Pres., Theodore 
L. Rothner; Belmont, Mass., BETH EL 
TEMPLE CENTER BROTHERHOOD, 
Pres., Maurice Blauer; Franklin Park, 
N. J., MEN’S CLUB OF KENDALL 
PARK JEWISH CENTER, Pres., 
Nathan Chapnick; Downey, Cal., DOW- 
NEY JEWISH CENTER BROTHER- 
HOOD, Pres., George Streisfield. 
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HOME SERVICE 
CHANUKO CARD 


HAT IAAAA 


NFTB’s new Chanuko Service Card for 
the Home has been in popular demand 
since its creation last Spring. 

Attractively illustrated, the card pro- 
vides the ritual for the blessing over the 
Menorah candles, in Hebrew, transliter- 
ation and English, and the words and 
music for the Chanukah hymn, “Rock 
of Ages.” 

To enhance the meaning of this beau- 
tiful home ceremony, every member of 
the family should have one of these 
cards. 

The Chanukah card is 
companion piece to NFTB’s popular 


a welcome 


Sabbath Eve Home Kiddush Card, which 


contains instructions and ritual for the 
blessings over the Sabbath candles, wine 
and bread, and for grace after meals. 

Both are available at cost from NFTB 
at 2¢ each in booklet form and 15¢ each 
as a glassoloid card, which can be 
cleaned with a damp cloth at the table. 
Place your order by using the attached 
coupon. 


838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, N. Y. 
Please send me 
Chanukah Service for the Home 
[] Booklet [1] Glassoloid Card 
Sabbath Eve Home Kiddush Service 





copies of: 


[] Booklet [] Glassoloid Card 
Name — = shies 
jf ee ee ee ee 
City State —— ee 


5 NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

Five new life memberships in the Jew- 
ish Chautauqua Society were announced 
recently, bringing the total to 245. They 
are: Rabbi Joel Y. Zion and Millard 
Cohen, Lawrence, N. Y.; Mrs. Jack 
Wisnick and William Wisnick, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., and Janet I. Stone, New 
York, Life memberships are $1000, and 
may be paid over four years at $250 a 
year. 


CHANUKO, 1960 


BASIC BOOK OF THE MONTH 


T HE LIFETIME of the Jew” by the late 
Hayyim Schauss is a unique contribu- 
tion to the story of Jewish existence, 
presenting a panorama of Jewish life 
throughout history. Life of the indi- 
vidual Jew within his family circle and 
the community in which he lives is 
depicted from the day of his birth to 
the time of his death. 

This book, published by the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, 
discusses the impact of new environment 
and new civilizations upon Jewish life. 
The author, dealing with the fields of 
law, learning and legend, shows how 
every age of the Jew’s life is affected 
by meaningful traditions. 

The reader will learn about the many 
intriguing and significant religious cere- 
monies and customs familiar to Jews, 
but too often not understood by them. 

“The Lifetime of the Jew” is one of 
the 12 books on NFTB’s Basic Book 
List for Understanding Judaism and has 
been selected by the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society as one of the books it donates 
to college libraries on request. Not only 
is this volume an important addition to 
every home library, but it also is an 
excellent text for a temple brotherhood 
adult education course. 

Single copies of the book may be ob- 
tained for $5.00. Temple brotherhoods 
may purchase the book in quantity from 
NFTB at a discount price of $3.75 for 


use in their study courses. 
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NFTB 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, N. Y. 
Please send me copies of 


“The Lifetime of the Jew” 


My check for $________ is enclosed. 


Name 





Address 
City = 


Temple Brotherhood———___ 
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CHAUTAUQUA AT THE FAIR 


C OUNTY FAIRS are an American institution. Millions are 
attracted annually to thousands of fairs that are super- 
charged with noise, side shows, freaks, exotic foods and 
the more sober agriculture and industrial displays. 

Into this standard fair formula, the Men’s Club of 
Sinai Reform Temple, Bay Shore, L.I., introduced a new 
element. When the Suffolk County Long Island Fair was 
set up last September, the sound of hammers and saws 
manned by Men’s Club members and their wives mingled 
with those of other workmen. 

Before long, the men had constructed, in an 8’ x 40’ 
area, a miniature sanctuary complete with Ark and Torah, 
an attractive display of religious objects found in the 
synagogue and home, and a book shelf featuring NFTB’s 
Basic Book List for Understanding Judaism. 

Also on hand was a rear screen motion picture pro- 
jector showing the Jewish Chautauqua Society film, “With 
All Thy Heart,” portraying the High Holy Days. 





Rabbi Morton Kanter takes his turn in the booth at the Suffolk County 
Fair. Here with Stanley Sacks, left, Bay Shore Men’s Club president, he 
explains the Torah to a group of visitors, including Father Edward Porter, 
right rear, of Bohemia. 
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by RABBI MORTON M. KANTER 
Sinai Reform Temple, Bay Shore, N.Y. 


Temple members offered their specialized services. An 
advertising man furnished mounted blow-ups of pictures 
of Jewish festivals. An electrician set up lights for the 
display. The Chautauqua Society offered its sponsorship 
and know-how to the new project, and Sinai Reform 
Temple Men’s Club gave its labor and devotion. 

Under a tent at the fair, inter-religious cooperation 
really worked. Roman Catholics and Protestants had 
their own displays. Each group helped the other when 
extra hands were needed. All pitched in to produce a 
descriptive brochure explaining the three faiths. Each 
reached its unaffiliated with the local story. 

Suffolk County is one of the fastest growing in the 
United States. Churches and synagogues are bulging. In a 
few years membership of the four Reform Congregations 
has more than doubled. 

In the informal setting of the display, everyone could 
pick up, touch and examine the Mezuzah, the Sabbath 
candle holders, the Menorah, and even the Torah and 
its Ornaments. Visitors found in the friendly atmosphere 
of the fair encouraged inquiries, and took home litera- 
ture about Judaism furnished by JCS. 

Men’s Club workers, staffing the display, met a week 
before the fair for instruction, which included a basic 
outline of Judaism, and received answers to typical ques- 
tions. Afterward every worker reported he was thrilled 
by the uninhibited way in which visitors asked questions, 
and by his ability to answer them. 

Fair officials reported that more than 100,000 people 
visited the fair. They estimated more than 30,000 saw 
the “Religion in Suffolk County” booth. 

Stanley Sacks, our Men’s Club president, said: “We 
are getting ready for next year’s fair. Our members were 
more excited about this project than any other program 
I can remember. It gave us a chance to explain our faith, 
and most of all, a chance to brush up on it.” 
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LIVE AND GIVE! 


by RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple 


Los Angeles 


What does a rabbi say on a Jewish Chautauqua Society engagement at a college? 
As a good will ambassador for Judaism he tells about the glorious history and 
culture of the Jewish people, and brings to the students a message of inspiration 
for life in modern society. This article is excerpted from an address given by Rabbi 
Magnin to an audience of 7500 students May II at Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah. It was published by the university in its “Speeches of the Year.” 


l WANT YOU to think with me, for you 
are the ones who will inherit the earth. 
I want you to inherit an earth worth 
possessing. I want you to do your part 
toward ‘making it that kind of a world, 
so that you and your families will be 
happy and secure. 

My message is be strong and of good 
courage in the midst of an age where 
people are negative, despairing, have 
little purpose for living and see only 
hopelessness. You are a person—each 
and every one of you. You have an 
immortal soul, a mission to perform. 
You are important—very important. 
So live and give! 

The kind of literature we read these 
days endows us with a false sense of 
proportion. Newspaper headlines are 
melodramatic, but they show only one 
side of the story—the worst side. The 
same goes for radio and TV. One mur- 
der, one suicide, one scandal draw more 
attention than all the good things that 
are happening every day. 

Exciting people has become a gim- 
mick. One way to excite them is to 
make them afraid. One way to make 
them afraid is to emphasize only the 
darker side of life. The world is not as 
bad as most people think. It is bad 
enough at times, but there is a lot of 
good in it, too, a lot of wonderful peo- 
ple, plenty of idealism and _ spiritual 
activity. Hinge your thoughts to this. 
Go forth from this great university with 
the feeling that you are entering a 
world where you have a chance to ac- 
complish something for yourselves, your 
descendants and society. 

We must think for ourselves. There 
is the danger of the package mind— 
outer versus inner direction. Too many 
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people follow advertising cliches. It is 
not too important which cereal or soap 
we prefer. It is important what ideolo- 
gies we _ cherish—political, religious, 
philosophical. It is important when men 
like Hitler, Mussolini and Krushchev 
can use the media of mass communica- 
tion to destroy our freedoms, our in- 
tegrity, our sense of values as human 
beings, as children of God. 

There is a lot to be done in this world 
and we all have something to do. We 
can’t all be Napoleons, Immanuel Kants, 
Spinozas, Einsteins. But we can add to 
the sum total of the wealth and health 
of society. Religion can help us to per- 
form the task that Almighty God has 
assigned to us as individuals. 

Abraham did not feel sorry for him- 
self. He got the vision, journeyed to the 
Promised Land ‘and gave a new religion 
to the world. 

Joseph was hated by his brothers, 
thrown into a pit, sold to the Ishmael- 
ites, became the servant of Potiphar’s 
wife, resisted temptation, was impris- 
oned by her and then came out second 
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to Pharaoh himself. He saved a nation. 
This is the spirit of the pioneer! 

Moses liberated a people. The pro- 
phets gave the world a vision of peace, 
of a more orderly, a more just society. 
Job complained, but one cannot blame 
him very much. However, his faith held 
him to the end. Jonah saved Ninevah. 
Mordecai and Esther rescued the Jews 
of Persia. The Maccabees, a little band 
of men, by guerrilla warfare and faith 
in God, fought the Syrian army and 
beat them. Jesus eschewed comfort and 
ease, no matter what happened, and 
went on his way to perform his mission. 

I do not have to talk of faith versus 
fate, reason versus ignorance, a mission 
versus no purpose for living, to the Lat- 
ter-day Saints, whose ancestors crossed 
the plains after terrible persecutions and 
established this oasis of culture and of 
love on a barren desert. 

Man is not God nor worm, but man, 
plus something of the God-like in him 
by which he is little “lower than the 
angels.” 

We cannot empty the ocean of knowl- 
edge in a lifetime, but we can continue 
to learn. We cannot run a race with 
technology to the point where we beat it 
every minute, but we can keep on study- 
ing, thinking, appealing to the intelli- 
gence of people, the religious hearts of 
people, so that in due time we will mas- 
ter our inventions instead of being 
mastered by them. 

Some day we must all leave this world 
for another one. We cannot stave off 
death, but we can live a full, rich life, 
a constructive one, a helpful one, a 
blessed one. This is the place! This is 


the time! 
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SISTERHOOD TOPICS 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 





IN SIGN LANGUAGE 


“.. . And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.” 
—Isaiah 35:5. 


For THE FIRST TIME in the history of Judaism in Los 
Angeles, the estimated 700 Jewish deaf of the area have 
been brought the complete and meaningful High Holy 
Days ritual from the opening of Rosh Ha-shono through 
the solemnities of the Day of Atonement. 

The congregation sat tense and reverential as a robed 
young student rabbi led them in prayer and gave his 
sermon, while a woman sign-language interpreter stood 
beside him, relaying the words of inspiration and faith. 

In the background a graceful, grey-robed choir of nine 
deaf young people “sang” the traditional songs and 
psalms. Their hands swayed in unison through age-old 
liturgies adapted to newly-created sign symbols in a kind 
of eager finger ballet. A man who had but recently lost 
his hearing blew the shofor, and far out in the congre- 
gation hands were cupped, searching for the slightest 
vibrations. 

Families sat together, the hearing and the not-hearing, 


HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES 


and some wept with joy at the first sharing of a precious 
and personal experience. 

Sisterhood Services for the Deaf during the High Holy 
Days climaxed three months of “pilot” sign-language serv- 
ices organized early in the summer by Rabbi Solomon F. 
Kleinman, Western regional director of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 

Some months earlier, Mrs. Harry Zucker, mother of 
a deaf daughter, came to Rabbi Kleinman seeking assist- 
ance for the Jewish deaf. She was primarily interested 
in a place where they might meet. The discussion soon 
developed the need for religious services and classes for 
the deaf, and Mrs. Zucker enthusiastically greeted the 
rabbi’s suggestion that such an activity might well be un- 
dertaken by the Sisterhoods. 

Mrs. Edgar Magnin, wife of the spiritual leader of 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple, in whose auxiliary chapel 
Holy Day services for the deaf were eventually held, acted 
as temporary chairman of a Sisterhood planning session 
called by Mrs. Frank Kashare, Mrs. David Sheinart and 
Mrs. Louis Winer, Past-President of the Wilshire Blvd. 
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Rabbi David Eisenberg, of Colorado Springs, Colorado, at an improvised 
altar conducting services under the stars, With him are Arlene McKinney, 
singer, and Charles Day, organist. 


Temple Sisterhood, who became chairman of the perma- 
nent committee. 

Plans moved forward; the Sisterhoods raised generous 
contributions to finance the project, including the serv- 
ices of a sign-language teacher and interpreter, Mrs. 
Charles Gesner. Rabbi Kleinman secured permission from 
Dr. Max Nussbaum for the group to utilize the chapel 
of Temple Israel of Hollywood, and arranged with Rabbi 
Alfred Gottschalk, dean of the California School of the 
Hebrew Union College Jewish Institute of Religion, for 
student rabbi Don Singer, twenty-three, to conduct the 
first service for the deaf last June. 

Rabbi Kleinman participated in the initial service with 
student rabbi Singer; Mrs. Gesner interpreted for the 100 
Jewish deaf who attended. An Oneg Shabbat followed the 
service. 

That first service was an important milestone for the 
Jewish deaf of the Greater Los Angeles area. The con- 
gregation grew to several hundred at subsequent services 
in Temple Israel, the attendance reaching a peak at the 
High Holy Day services. 

Rabbi Kleinman plans to continue services at regular 
intervals and eventually to hold a weekly service. 

“The Union.” he explains, “has arranged for sign-lan- 
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guage lessons to be given to Don Singer by Mrs. Gesner. 
It is believed that within six months he will have no fur- 
ther need of an interpreter. 

“Meanwhile, a survey of deaf children of religious 
school age is under way, and plans are being considered 
for classes through the high school level for them. 

“Through this project, we hope to bring to the Jewish 
deaf of this area the spiritual joys of participating fully 
and regularly in the rituals of their faith and in complete 
opportunities for Jewish education.” 

Mr. Singer, the son of the world-famed artist, William 
Earl Singer, received his B.A. degree two years ago from 
the University of California in Los Angeles and has since 
attended the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion, California School. He will go to the HUC-JIR 
school in Cincinnati next September to complete his rab- 
binical studies. 

Rabbi Kleinman foresees the possibility of the expan- 
sion of this pilot program for the deaf from coast to coast. 
“We believe that Sisterhood Services for the Deaf will 
become a national project,” he declared. “We are hopeful 
that, seeing its validity and importance, the National Fed- 
eration of Temple Sisterhoods will accept it as an addi- 
tion to their national services for the blind.” 

He pointed out that NFTS has been the patron body 
of the Jewish Braille Institute of America, making Jewish 
life more meaningful for thousands of blind persons by 
establishing the world’s largest library of English Braille, 
whose books are concerned with Judaism and circulate 
without charge to both the Jewish and non-Jewish, Eng- 
lish-speaking Braille-reading blind throughout the world. 

“It is our prayer,” he said, “that similar magnificent 
achievements on behalf of the Jewish deaf may be won 
on a nation-wide basis as a result of the beginning we 
have made in Los Angeles.” 

Incidentally, a program of High Holy Day Service for 
the deaf has been carried on in New York City for over 
ten years under the joint sponsorship of the Jewish So- 
ciety for the Deaf and Central Synagogue in Manhattan. 
Last Shovuos, for the first time in the United States, a 
class of deaf children was confirmed at Central Syna- 
gogue. The Sisterhood sponsored a Confirmation party 
for them and presented each child with a Uniongram. 
The children had previously received their religious train- 
ing under the auspices of Central Synagogue at the 
Lexington School for the Deaf. 


‘**.. . And the eyes of the blind shall be opened and the 
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.” 


















WOMEN OF MAJOR FAITHS 
PARTICIPATE IN INTERFAITH PANEL 


Tue EXPERIENCE of the Sisterhood of 
Temple Beth Hillel of North Hollywood, 
Calif., in interfaith activities during the 
last ten years may be of interest to 
Sisterhoods throughout the country. 
Each year the program has been geared 
to some different aspect of Jewish life, 
such as an explanation of the Jewish 
philosophy of religion, the celebration 
of the holidays, or the role of the Jewish 
woman in her community. 

This year, participants on the panel 
included women from four churches in 
the community, and Mrs. John H. 
Abramson, president of Temple Beth 
Hillel Sisterhood, with the rabbi of the 
temple, Morton A. Bauman, as modera- 
tor. After an initial presentation there 
was a question and answer period. Some 
interest was manifested in the marriage 
and family life of the Mormons, but 
most of the questions were directed to 
the Jewish panelist. Questions about the 
basic beliefs of Judaism such as “What 
Is a Jew?” “What Is the Jewish Concept 
of God?” “What Is the Jewish Concept 





by EVELYN T. MOYER 

Mrs. Moyer of North Hollywood, Calif., 
was publicity chairman of Beth Hillel 
Sisterhood. 
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of a Life Hereafter?” “How Do We 
Interpret the Miracle of Moses Leading 
the Jews Across the Red Sea?” were 
answered by the rabbi. 

About fifty Sisterhood members 
served as hostesses to almost six hun- 
dred women from the community. The 
number of the guests increases each 
year. Over the years we have come to 
recognize familiar faces of women who 
tell us they look forward to this event. 
There are many deeply interested people 
who continue to question the rabbi long 
after the official program is over. During 
the first years of this program, we were 
never reciprocally invited to church 
functions, mainly, I believe, because 
they had no program geared to inter- 
faith. However, for the last four years 
we have been invited to a few of the 
churches in the area. 

A nearby Congregational church 
gave a special tea in honor of the SiSter- 
hood of Beth Hillel and planned a pro- 
gram to acquaint us with their religion 
and music. 

The interfaith function is a tremen- 
dous task each year, but we would rec- 
ommend it as a most worth while and 
satisfying project for a Sisterhood in 
any community. 





Sounding the shofor at the Rosh Ha-shono service of the Liberal Jewish congregation in Wellington, 
New Zealand. Mrs. Barnett R. Brickner, Cleveland, Ohio, chairman of NFTS’ Committee on World 
Union for Progressive Judaism raised the money for the shofor and Torah as part of the World Union 
activities of NFTS and presented them to the New Zealand congregation in memory of her late 


husband, Rabbi Brickner. 
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AROUND THE 
CLOCK WITH 
TEMPLE 
WOMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION 


A HOBBY SHOW entitled “Around the 
Clock with the TWA,” the Temple 
Women’s Association, Cleveland, Ohio, 
was held in order to promote the Sister- 
hood’s Tuesday activities. Miscellaneous 
articles made by the sewing group, hand- 
decorated waste-baskets and plastic table 
covers, as well as a variety of items 
made by the Activity groups which meet 
on Tuesday, were on sale. A number of 
“shops” including the Israeli Shop, the 
Gift and Gadget Shop and the Station- 
ery and Gift Wrapping center partici- 
pated. 

The Sisterhood decided to incorpor- 
ate hobbies, collections, and demonstra- 
tions of other Sisterhood talents as well. 
A bake sale, an antique sale and a hor- 
ticulture sale were included. In addition, 
several of the women demonstrated the 
art of cake-decorating, weaving, and 
handcraft arts, including mosaic tile, 
seed moisac, plastic flower-making, and 
glass-bending. A large “collection de- 
partment” displayed coins, dolls, jewelry, 
porcelain, spoons, medals, and other 
items of interest loaned by their owners. 
Talented artists did portrait painting 
during the afternoon. Each department 
had its own booth decorated with painted 
clocks of every variety. 

The central theme of the day, time 
and clocks, was carried out in black 
and white. The booths were manned by 
women in white blouses and black skirts. 
The Sisterhood’s standing committees 
on publicity, mailing, activities projects, 
hospitality, and hostesses participated. 
Refreshments were served from a table 
decorated in keeping with the motif. 

The project brought not only financial 
benefits to the Sisterhood, but succeeded 
in increasing the interest of the members 
in its work. 
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UNUSUAL SISTERHOOD 
SABBATH SERVICE IN 


BALTIMORE HEBREW 


CONGREGATION 


A DRAMATIC READING whose central 
theme concerned the sanctity of the 
Sabbath was presented by the Sister- 
hood of the Baltimore Hebrew Congre- 
gation at their Sisterhood Sabbath 
service. Based on a script originally 
prepared for the Eternal Light radio 
program, it was adapted by Morton 
Wishengrad, author of the play, “The 
Rope Dancers,” from the delightful 
Sabbath fantasy, “The Treasure,” by 
the well-known Yiddish writer, Isaac 
Leib Peretz. 

Following the service and the dra- 
matic reading, the congregation ad- 
journed to the auditorium where all the 
aspects of Sisterhood work were dis- 
played as “Sisterhood Treasure” in beau- 
tifully decorated booths, each manned 
by a chairman who explained her par- 
ticular project and interested many 


NFTS MEETINGS 


Members of the NFTS’ Board of Di- 
rectors from cities in all parts of the 
United States and Canada participated 
in the formal dedication of the three 
new floors of the Union House of Liv- 
ing Judaism in New York City in late 
Fall. During the week of Dedication, 
besides the general board meetings of 
NFTS, Department meetings were also 
held, each one presided over by the vice- 
president in charge of that respective 





Enjoy the 1961 
FEZ-tival of FUN! 









OCEANFRONT, 25th to 26th STS. e MIAMI BEACH 
50° daily, per person, dbl. occ. 
thru Dec. 17 *50 of 258 rooms 
INCLUDES BREAKFAST & DINNER 
(European Plan Available) 
GALA HOLIDAY PROGRAM! 
N.Y.: LO 4-2512 
Alexander Kay. Mgr. 
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members in future assignment. 

The beautiful display of Sisterhood 
“treasures” combined with the gentle 
humor and spirituality of the Peretz 
fantasy, “The Treasure,” to make the 
evening a memorable one. 


tes, 
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Sisterhood Treasure Display Carried Out in 
Purple and Silver on Sisterhood Sabbath Service 
Eve at Baltimore Hebrew Congregation. 


department. Mrs. Irving E. Hollobow, 
Chicago, Ill., first vice-president, is 
chairman of the Department on Mem- 
bership and Administrative Services; 
Mrs. Harry Jacobson, W. Des Moines, 
Iowa, chairman of the Department on 
Human Relations; Mrs. William J. Lef- 
fler, Eastchester, N. Y., chairman of 
the Department on the Advancement of 
Judaism; and Mrs. Perry Segal, fourth 
vice-president, chairman of the Depart- 
ment on Religion and Education. 

The District Presidents’ Council con- 
sisting of the seventeen District Presi- 
dents also met during the week, presided 
over by Mrs. Irving H. Roseman, Chi- 
cago, Ill., chairman of NFTS’ Commit- 
tee on District Federations. Common 
problems of District Federations were 
discussed. 

The Board of Directors at their gen- 
eral sessions deliberated on ways of fur- 
thering the various projects included in 
the broad and expanding program of 
NFTS. Mrs. Henry Monsky, Los An- 
geles, Calif., is president of the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. 
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PERPETUATE GRATITUDE 
TO DONORS AND 
MEMBERS 





IN 
HAND 
TOOLED 
BRONZE 


Two sizes: 25” x 
32” up to 3250 
names; 15” x 
18” up to 1050 
names. 





A fitting and decorative tribute to last 
forever. Solid bronze with covers to your 
special design. Heavy etched copper pages 
with raised letters. ADD-A-NAME fea- 
ture for more names. Also available in 
aluminum. 


WRITE MR. BEN RAPPAPORT 
FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
OF PLAQUES 


SINCE 1882 
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BROTHERS, INC. 


690 W. 4th St. Cincinnati 3, Ohio 











HERE AND THERE 
IN THE SISTERHOOD 


WORLD 

B’nai Israel Sisterhood, Oshkosh, Wis., 
presented its Annual Report in the form 
of a “Person to Person” interview. 


The Family Education Committee of 
Adath Israel Sisterhood, Louisville, Ky., 
cooperated with the Temple Adult Edu- 
cation Committee in sponsoring a series 
of Sunday morning discussion meetings 
on “A Basic Study in Reform Judaism 
and Its Influence on Social Action.” 


In Grand Rapids, Mich., the Sisterhood 
of Temple Emanuel sponsors a “Break- 
fast with the Rabbi.” This is a Bible 
Study group which meets twice a month 
with Rabbi Harry Essrig. 
a * * 
For her distinguished work in the Sis- 
terhood for the past forty-nine years, 
Mrs. Julius J. Cohn was elected honor- 
ary president and life member of the 
Sisterhood of Congregation, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., and presented with 


Mizpah 
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Bring the genius of 


real Jewish cooking to your table! 


MANISCHEWITZ 


Whitefish & Pike 
De Lure 


Gefilte Fish 








an NFTS gold merit pin on her 74th 
birthday. 





The library of Temple Sinai, Roslyn 
Heights, L. 1., received a citation from 
the Jewish Book Council of America 
for having fulfilled the maximal stand- 
ards for effective function set by the 
Council. The library was staffed by a 
volunteer committee from the Sister- 
hood. 


A Jewish Arts Festival was recently 
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For FREE Recipe Book, send today to: 
THE B. MANISCHEWITZ CO., Box 88, Newark 1, N. J. 





sponsored by the Sisterhood of Temple 
Emanu-El, Lynbrook, N. Y. Paintings 
and sculpture by contemporary Jewish 
artists on Jewish themes were exhibited. 
The Sisterhood’s program consisted of 
morning workshops in Jewish literature, 
music, and art, with qualified guest 
leaders. After the luncheon, a cantata 
on a religious theme was presented in 
which members of the Sisterhood par- 
ticipated. The program closed with a 
discussion of the Yiddish Theatre by Jo- 
seph Buloff. 





In a recent issue it was stated that Mrs. 
Howard Kern of Baltimore, Md., was 
the first woman in the United States to 
write a complete musical service for the 
synagogue. We have just learned that a 
Musical Revue for the Synagogue writ- 
ten by Mrs. Richard Morris, chairman 
of the Music Committee of Temple 
Sinai, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., was given its 
premiere performance six years ago and 
has frequently been sung since then by 
the temple choir. 
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On the occasion of the 


Feast 
of Lights 


The R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
joins in commemorating the 
deep meaning of this holiday 

— freedom of worship! 


“Follow Me’... 


So spoke Mattahias to those who loved the Law and kept G-d’s Covenant. 
He bid them flee from the invading Syrians who would crush the Jewish 
faith. Thus, they lived to fight from the hills and win final victory under 
his son... Judah of the Maccabees, the hero of Hanukkah! 
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Say “Happy Hanukkah” with a gift of Winston 


A miracle of flavor begins to happen when you light a WINSTON, 
Through its pure, snow-white filter there flows the rare and mel- 
low taste of | FILTER-BLEND |-a special selection of clear, bright 
tobaccos specially processed for filter smoking. That’s why 
WINSTON tastes 90 fresh and clean and rich. | FILTER-BLEND | 
virtually “certifies’ WINSTON for the purest enjoyment of 
smoking. Get more... give more pleasure... with WINSTON! 














America’s best-selling filter cigarette 
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FILTER CIGARETTES 


WINSTON TASTES GOOD 
like a cigaretie,should! 
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BUILDING-FUND CAMPAIGN 


COMING UP? 


start planning now 
with KETCHUM, INC. 


If your congregation is planning to campaign for 
funds this year or next, the time to start prepara- 
tion is now. During this critical planning stage, 
Ketchum, Inc. develops your complete campaign 
strategy—helps determine your goal, costs and 
expected response. 

The careful pre-campaign counseling and cam- 
paign direction you get from Ketchum, Inc. is 
based on over 40 years of experience in directing 
successful campaigns which have raised more 
than $18,000,000 for individual congregations. 
By tailoring proven techniques to meet your par- 
ticular needs, Ketchum, Inc. gives your campaign 
every possible opportunity to succeed. 

Take advantage of Ketchum, Inc.’s sound ex- 
perience in the early development and direction 
of your building-fund campaign. We will be 
happy to discuss your future plans now. There 
is no obligation, of course. Just write or call for 
complete information. 


won Ketchum, Inc. 

of Direction of Fund-Raising Campaigns 
jg 4 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING 
PITTSBURGH 19, PA. 

$00 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 
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8 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO 3, ILL. 
JOHNSTON BUILDING, CHARLOTTE 2, N.C. 
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GRANDMA'S FAVORITES in the 
“MODERN STYLE" 


151 DELICIOUS 
SH RECIPES 


“blintzes to cheesecake.” 


FOR CHANUKAH give this 
tine cookbook. We'll mail to your 
list (with gift card enclosed) at no extra 
charge. 6 books for $5.00 or 12 books for $9.00. 
——_ money-back guarantee ————_ 
BEKAY PUBLISHING CO. 


3 Manufacturers Exch. Bidg. Kansas City, Mo. 


ONLY 


flavor packed 


EATMOR 


s] sats Cranberries 
2 le lg have the 
dishes from Kansas City 
ladies. Everything from Kosher 
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2000 A.D. 
(Continued from page 11) 


today would be extant, too; that the 
social action movements existing among 
various religious groups today will have 
increased and that intermarriage be- 
tween Christians and Jews will have 
become much more wide-spread, where- 
as intermarriage between Catholics and 
Protestants will have increased but not 
as much. 

A majority of nine-to-one believed 
that a Roman Catholic will have been 
elected President and a two-to-one mar- 
gin agreed that the religion of candi- 
dates will no longer influence the 
American voter. The majority thought, 
too, that religion would not be taught 
in American public schools; that there 
would be a closer understanding among 
the three major religious faiths in Amer- 
ica. A smaller group, but still a clear 
majority, maintained that religious in- 
fluence will have brought about a better- 
ment of moral standards in American 
life. But little change was anticipated 
in the Catholic position on birth control. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower, a 
textbook name to students in 2000, 
asked that his “Prayer of Our People,” 
a part of his Second Inaugural Address, 
be included in the time capsule. In a 
letter to Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, 
President of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, President Eisen- 
hower affirmed that this message ex- 
pressed his personal views and highest 
hopes, “for the people of our land and 
for our neighbors around the world.” 
“When it is read again in the year 
2000,” said the President, “I hope man- 
kind will have made progress along the 
lines indicated.” The prayer reads: “Be- 
fore all else, we seek, upon our common 
labor as a nation, the favor of Almighty 
God. And the hopes in our hearts fash- 
ion the deepest prayers of our people. 
. . . May we pursue the right—without 
self-righteousness. . . . May we know 


unity—without conformity. . . . May 
we grow in strength without pride of 
self... . May we, in our dealings with 


all peoples of the earth, ever speak truth 
and serve justice. .. . May the light of 
freedom, coming to all darkened lands, 
flame brightly—until at last the dark- 
ness is no more. May the tur- 


bulence of our age yield to a true time of 


AMERICAN JUDAISM 
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More people buy and enjoy the 
superior quality of Seagram's V.O. 


than any other imported whisky. 


CANADIAN WHISKY « A BLEND OF RARE SELECTED WHISKIES 


peace, when men and nations shall share 
a life that honors the dignity of each, 
the brotherhood of all.” 

And so, seeking a new dignity for 
man in 2000 as in 1960, how will the 
changes wrought affect, too, his well- 
being and his happiness? And, if man 
is the measure of all things, perhaps it 
is this question that is the most signifi- 
cant of all. 

Interestingly, many, answering this 
question, this tell-tale 48th, believe that 
in his emotional life man will not have 
changed. “Changes,” said Marion B. 
Ross, President, Temple Beth-El, St. 
Petersburg, Florida, “will not affect the 
happiness of the average man; happi- 
ness comes from within—not from 
without.” To this question “What is 
happiness?” that has badgered man 
through the ages, Rabbi Theodore S. 
Levy of Temple Israel, Waterbury, 
Conn., has a tender and _ touching 
answer: “. . . I will be 75 and my wife 
will be 72—our children will be in their 
mid 40’s. With all the scientific wonders 
of that day we will all be in the prime 
of life—living and enjoying every mo- 
ment of it.” 
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CHANUKO ISN’T CHRISTMAS 

(Continued from page 12) 
are filled with Chanuko advertising, 
Chanuko gifts, and Chanuko greeting 
cards. Chanuko decorations, more flam- 
boyant every year, are displayed next 
to the Christmas decorations. The mer- 
chants are not to blame for capitalizing 
as much as they can on both holidays. 
People must be demanding such ma- 
terial symbols of religious holidays, or 
the stores would not find it worth while 
to make the outlay for these displays. 
Symbols are indeed an important aspect 
of religious expression for most of us, 
particularly for children just learning to 
understand relations between the con- 
crete symbol and its spiritual meaning. 
December displays in many communi- 
ties indicate, however, that the material 
symbols are becoming far more im- 
portant than inner meanings for many 
of us. 

Association of Chanuko with the giv- 
ing of varied presents seems to be a 
comparatively modern custom, although 
our grandparents recall “Chanuko gelt” 
as a pleasant tradition in the celebration 
of a joyous feast. Surely, there is noth- 
ing wrong in present-giving at this time, 





* THIS WHISKY IS SIX YEARS OLD + 
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but it seems unduly emphasizing pres- 
ents to promise children a different gift 
for every night. The average small child 
will naturally be so absorbed in think- 
ing about what he will get that he can 
hardly be expected to remember the 
bravery and courage of the Maccabees. 
Practically, the giving of eight presents 
encourages parents to purchase inex- 
pensive trinkets rather than gifts de- 
signed to last for more than an evening. 

The message of Chanuko is one of 
brave heroes fighting together for a re- 
ligious ideal in the face of persecution. 
The message has a meaning for modern 
Jews which should not be completely 
lost in the confusion of too many pres- 
ents, parties, and decorations. I hope 
our children will find enough self-con- 
fidence from their Jewish heritage, Jew- 
ish education, and Jewish home, to find 
added joy in sharing their holidays with 
Christian friends, at the same time learn- 
ing to appreciate the religious observ- 
ances of others. May our children grow 
to adulthood with memories of family 
and Jewish unity, as they kindle the 
Chanuko lights, rather than’a militant 
chauvinism which says only, “My holi- 
day is better than yours.” 





































ONLY ONE IN TOWN 


(Continued from page 15) 
said, as gently as he was able, “I’m 
sorry, Chet, but I just won't do it.” 
Lillian’s eyes moved heavenward, and 
for a moment glazed stunningly mad. 

Daniel Culp returned on Thursday, 
bringing with him the president of the 
Pachatoula Bank and Trust, Adam San- 
ders, who is a quiet and prosperous 
man, and whose family in the early days 
of Twosboro had made it possible for 
Abram Greenbaum to settle there. 
Daniel Culp said little, while the benign 
banker—noted in Twosboro for licking 
the wounds which others have made— 
assured both Marcus and Lillian that 
they were two of the most highly re- 
spected people in the whole of Pacha- 
toula Parish, as were Abram and Sarah 
Greenbaum before them, God rest their 
beloved souls, and that the only thing 
the good citizens of Twosboro were 
asking was that some nominal allegiance 
be given where allegiance was so as- 
suredly due. Marcus, almost mesmer- 
ized by the deep honeyed drawl, thought 
for an instant he was actually agreeing 
to everything the ingratiating little man 
was saying, but when Daniel Culp said 
sharply, “We give you ever chance there 
is to give, Marcus. Don’t blame us none 
whatever gits set loose now.” He real- 
ized that a voice he could not rightly 
call his own had again managed the un- 
qualified no. 

That afternoon three Negro custom- 
ers, to whom they had been selling for 
years and even used for odd jobs around 
the house, came into the store, and 
Lillian turned away from them with 
accusing abruptness, while Marcus 
waited on them with the dull familiarity 
of a lifetime, and tried—dispassionately 
—to bring them into some kind of bal- 
ance with himself, and with Daniel 
Culp, and with Lillian, and with Twos- 
boro. And couldn’t. They were colored 
and he was white. They were Negroes 
and he was. . . a Jew. He felt suddenly 
as implausibly ancient as he felt cur- 
iously unborn. He wished for a single 
exquisite second he might feel that what 
he was doing he was doing out of grea‘ 
love, or great compassion, or great wis- 
dom or reason or truth. It seemed so 
simple to feel simple humanity. It 
seemed so barren to have to think, again 
and again, I cannot put my name to 
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this injustice because I am a Jew. It 
seemed so foolish and so foreign in 
Twosboro. He wondered as he 
watched the undaunted colored people 
laugh themselves like children out of 
the new glass door—what his father 
might have done in his place. But his 
image of his father was as dim as his 
own tired question. He was tired to his 
soul. 

On Friday morning he and Lillian 
walked the ten short blocks from their 
house to the store, and it was almost 
as if he had expected to find exactly 
what he found. A. Greenbaum and Son 
Was a jarring cavity in the center of 
Lacey Street. The glass window and 
door had been totally shattered, and 
there was nothing inside but overturned 
counters and racks, and random pieces 
of soiled material and torn clothing 
which looked foolishly like castoffs at 
the end of a masquerade. Marcus gazed 
upon the scene as hollowly as it upon 
him; and although he was faintly aware 
of the deep gurgling noise in Lillian’s 
throat, which sounded peculiarly. as 
though she were drowning, he could not 
lift an arm to comfort her nor find the 





voice for anger. 

They left Twosboro that night, saying 
little to themselves or each other. They 
drove to Mannerville, some fifty miles 
to the north, where he had a cousin, 
and only once during the still dark drive 
did a word pass between them. That was 
when Lillian, her head pressed against 
the plastic seat cover of the car, said 
between closed teeth, “Not even one of 
your precious shvartsahs to tell us good- 
bye.” But the words were merely a 
natural lining to the emptiness that 
clothed him. There was no one and 
nothing to fight. It was as if something 
had been ordered, something ordained, 
and he but its helpless purveyor. 

Somebody remarked in Twosboro 
yesterday that since everybody in town 
is now solidly behind the Council it 
wouldn’t hurt them any to get the sign 
on Highway 25 repainted. There are 
one thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
seven residents now of course, although 
Daniel Culp’s wife, Mary Alice, is ex- 
pecting another next month. There are 
six hundred and sixty-three Negroes and 
one thousand seventy-four whites. There 
are no Jews in Twosboro. 
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DREAM HOUSE IN ISRAEL 
(Continued from page 16) 


A number of university professors had 
built homes there, as had a few Tel Aviv 
ex-urbanites. One of these homes struck 
us as curiously reminiscent of Wright’s 
‘“Usonian house,” though it has a certain 
character of its own. What was the 
Usonian house doing on a beach in 
Israel? 

The residence was owned by a bright 
young South African businessman, and 
had been designed by a friend of his, 
a young South African architect named 
Morris Segal. The architect had been 
particularly thoughtful of the site, of the 
conditions of light and heat. 

We looked him up. He proved to live 
close to home—our future home—as 
he is a resident of Herzlia Pituach, the 
seashore suburb some fifteen minutes 
from Tel Aviv, known to many Ameri- 
cans for the Sharon and Accadia hotels. 
We had bought a site on the cliff, over- 
looking the beach. Segal lived a stone’s 
throw away, in an interesting, elongated 
version of a Swedish pre-fab, that repre- 
sented a phase in which he had experi- 
mented with the pre-fab idea for Israel. 

Frank Lloyd Wright was indeed his 
idol, though Segal knew Wright’s work 
only through books. The son of a promi- 
nent Zionist family, Morris Segal had 
been a pilot in Israel’s air force, and 
after recovery ‘from a crash, had settled 
in as an architect. He already possessed 
the inevitable reputation for being “dif- 
ferent” and “difficult’—which meant 
that he had ideas and stuck to them. 

So far he had built only a few small 
houses, one for a South African doctor, 
also in Herzlia-Pituach, which was a bit 
over-compact, due to budget limitations, 
but at least a good try. A second, the 
Williams house, just nearing comple- 
tion, low, ground-hugging, with a 
glassed living-room, was more success- 
ful. 

A third local edifice, just begun, was 
a gymnasium for the Maccabees, in 
neighboring Cfar Shmaryahu. Our own 
kids would be going there. In_ this, 
Segal had managed something quite 
original, with a tent-like feeling. 

His biggest commission was for the 
Canadian-American shikun in Jeru- 
salem, a residential complex for sixty- 
two families, university people, govern- 

(Continued on page 38) 


“Full of spiritual nuggets 
. a sensitive introduction 
into the inner world of piety.” 
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Rabbi Dresner stresses three 
ways in which God enters the 
life of man: prayer, in terms 
of our relation to heaven; Au- 
mility, in terms of our relation 
to ourselves; compassion, in 
terms of our relation to our 
fellow man. 
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A handsome additwn to your home... 
a beautiful gift for loved ones : 
A portfolio of paintings by 
RAYMOND KATZ 


JEWISH HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS 


Rarysoxp KATZ, one of the world’s 
leading designers of synagogues and 
temples, has collected his paintings for 
stained glass windows in a big, deluxe 
portfolio. 

In the rich, glowing colors of stained 
glass, matted and ready for framing, size 
11 x 14, they make an unusual Hanukkah 
gift . . . a treasure for every Jewish home. 
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To get your portfolio of Jewish Ho.Lipays 
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to Crown Pusuisners, Dept. PJA, 419 
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by Sharon L. Ross 
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75 cents 
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20% discount. 


A COMPLETE STOCK OF 
CHANUKAH MENORAHS—NOVELTIES 
GIFT BOOKS FOR ALL AGES 


BLOCH PUBLISHING CO. 


“The Jewish Book Concern” 


31 West 31st Street New York 1, N. Y. MANISCHEWITZ WINE CO = NEW YORK 

















DREAM HOUSE IN ISRAEL 
(Continued from page 37) 


ment workers, and the like. The design 
beautifully utilizes the hillside for step- 
back roof terraces. The site is in the 
same area as Jerusalem’s proposed 
Sculpture Garden. Segal’s partner on 
the Jerusalem project is David Reznick, 
another of Israel’s young group of archi- 
tects. Reznick comes from Rio de Ja- 
neiro, where he worked with the famous 
Neimeyer. 

Thus, we got to work on our house. 
The plot was long, with the narrow side 
facing the sea. Eventually, Segal worked 
out a shiplike design, on a hexagonal 
module, with a huge hexagonal living- 
room almost launching itself into the 
sea, with decklike verandas, and a small 
superstructure for a study. 

The main-floor bedrooms are stag- 
gered, like key notches, so that each has 
a direct view of the Mediterranean, as 
well as a small private garden area. 

Working with Segal as an associate is 
another young South African, with 
the good Jewish name of Ivan Schlapo- 
bersky. Ivan brought with him his 
“graduation project” at the college of 
architecture. It was, significantly enough, 
a design for a synagogue, one of the 
most exciting I have ever seen, making 
use of the huge open forms possible 
with the exploitation of ferro-concrete. 

Gradually, a new look is coming along 
in Israel construction; amongst the red- 
tiled homes in the suburbs one begins 
to see, here and there, an original, well- 
planned structure. Since the tendency in 
the arts is always to go from one ex- 
treme to another, the conventional 
peaked roof has been turned upside 
down, and the inverted peak, or butter- 
fly roof, is in vogue. 

Yet with a growing middle-class— 
there are already some quite ostenta- 
tious homes in the Tel Aviv suburbs— 
and with a growing demand for a more 
esthetic approach in construction, it is 
to be hoped that the government, too, 
will seek for something fresh in the 
planning of shikunim and public build- 
ings. It has many times been proven 
that in architecture the more beautiful 
is also the more practical, and not neces- 
sarily the more expensive. 

At least—as we enter the building 
phase—that is what we hope. 
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WAY TO 
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You'll jet there relaxed on 
Northeast! Fly First Class or 
Coach, New York to Miami, 
on the luxurious Boeing 
Intercontinental 707. And 
starting soon a fleet of new 
Convair 880’s, world’s fast- 
est Jetliners. 


Use your Diners’ Club 
or Carte Blanche card 


Call a travel agent or 
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OTHER LANDS 

(Continued from page 19) 
the community described is held ac- 
countable by the authorities and the 
opposite of good is accomplished. 

There are many images of the Amer- 
ican Jew abroad. Some are flattering, 
some annoying, but all of them indicate 
one inescapable fact: history has given 
American Jewry a role of leadership. 
The great vacuum created by the recent 
holocaust is beginning to be ready to be 
filled. The wound is far from being 
healed, but the bandages must come off 
and Jewry’s body needs to be exposed 
to sunlight and nourishing diet. 

The hour has come when not only 
the material but also the spiritual and 
intellectual resources of American Jewry 
must come into play in Jewish com- 
munities throughout the world. 

When we travel, we must remember 
that we not only gather an impression. 
but make one. The impression we make. 
as Americans and as Jews, will have last- 
ing effects and can help hasten the day 
of world harmony that is still a dream 
in the minds of the well-meaning. 
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CHECK LIST FOR THE AMERICAN 
JEWISH TOURIST 


(Evaluate yourself—atone for the New Year 
—and resolve to do better next time) 
SCORE TEN POINTS FOR EACH “YES” 


1. Was | patient and polite to those 
who served me? [7] 

2. Did | make it a special point to ex- 
plore the Jewish communities in the 
countries | visited? [] 

3. Did | visit the famous Jewish land- 
marks—synagogues, museums, sites of 
my people’s severest suffering — and 
greatest heroism—in the course of my 
travels? [] 

4. Did | respectfully note the differences 
in services, worship forms, and customs 
of various groups? [] 

5. Was | careful never to be patroniz- 
ing, scornful or mocking of those whose 


ways were different? [1 


6. Did | take a genuine interest in the 


lives of those | personally encountered? [] 


7. Did | make a real attempt to dwell 
among the people, or did | stay strictly 
at my own hotel, with my own tour 


group, etc.? [ 
8. Did | restrain sarcasm and anger and 
reply courteously to attacks or criti- 
cism? [ 

9. Have | kept my promise to correspond 
with friends | made? [} 


10. Have | changed any of my own 
thinking or preconceived notions about 
Jews in other countries now that | have 


met some of them? [7 


(Score of 100: you're a natural ambassadorand should travel more often. 60-80: look into 
your heart and make revisions. Less than 60:stay home next time or mend your ways!) 
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The man who created the atomic age 


No one would ever find him holding a 
foaming test tube aloft and shouting, 
‘“‘Eureka!’’ His laboratory was a rocking 
chair; his apparatus, an inquiring mind. 
And from this rocking chair . . . with this 
inquiring mind, he formulated the ideas 
that have given a name to our age—the 
Atomic Age. 


Albert Einstein was born in Ulm, 
Germany, in 1879. He received his scien- 
tific education in Switzerland, worked in 
the patent office there, and in 1914 re- 
turned to Germany as head of the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Academy of Science. He remained 
there until 1933, when he renounced his 
citizenship in Hitler’s Third Reich. 


He came to America.and continued his 
work at the Institute for Advanced Studies 
at Princeton University. Albert Einstein 
—humble, modest, yet in his lifetime he 
has literally changed the whole world 
around us. His theories paved the way to 
the freeing of nuclear energy, to the ex- 
ploration of space, and to new concepts of 
light and motion and energy that are the 
very cornerstones upon which the Atomic 
Age is built. 


A little man whose contemplation 
broadened the horizons of science to the 
farthest reaches of the universe. A man 
who, in his own lifetime, took his place 
beside Archimedes, Gallileo, and Newton. 





P.LORILLARD COMPANY 


ESTABLISHELC 


First with the Finest Cigarettes 
through Lorillard research 











iii 








: 


AMERICAN JUDAISM 


























ATTEND THE CONFERENCE OF THE 
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PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 


JULY 6th-JULY 12th, 1961 
IN LONDON, ENGLAND 


Meet with our fellow Reform 
Jews from all over the world 


ATTEND INFORMATIVE AND UP- 
LIFTING CONFERENCE SESSIONS 


Participate in one of the two Pil- 
grimages which follow the Conference 


RESERVATION 
REQUEST 








PILGRIMAGE 
838 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 21, N.Y. 


Please reserve ____________ seats on Pil- 
grimage to [J Israel [) Europe. 


| wish to fly via plan A B C 
(Circle one) 
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THREE WEEK PILGRIMAGE IN ISRAEL 


VISIT BIBLICAL SIGHTS 


MEET WITH LEADERS OF THE 
BURGEONING NEW STATE 








ALL EXPENSES INCLUDING ROUND-TRIP 
AIR-TRAVEL — $1,385 (rNCLUDES CHARTER) 
SCHEDULED FLIGHT — $1,585 
(Does not include London accommodations) 








THREE WEEK PILGRIMAGE 
THROUGH EUROPE 


VISIT SITES OF JEWISH 
HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE 


MEET WITH THE JEWISH COMMUNAL LEADERS 
IN EUROPE AND BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN 








ALL EXPENSES INCLUDING ROUND-TRIP 
AIR-TRAVEL — $1,235 (INCLUDES CHARTER) 
SCHEDULED FLIGHT — $1,435 


(Does not include London accommodations) 











Choice of Departures from New York: 
A. WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 1961 


Regular scheduled flight to London 


B. TUESDAY, JULY 4, 1961 


Special Charter to the Conference of the 


World Union for Progressive Judaism in Lon- 
don — Departs from New York July 4th — 
Returns to New York from Paris August 6th 


Cost — Round-Trip — $300 


C. WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 1961 


Regular scheduled flight directly to Amster- 
dam or Tel Aviv (For those joining tours after 
World Union Conference) 


FROM LONDON 
D. FRIDAY, JULY 14, 1961 


Regular scheduled flight directly to Amster- 
dam or Tel Aviv (For those joining tours after 
World Union Conference) 


EXPENSES OF OFFICIAL DELEGATES TO A RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE AND CONVOCATION ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
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Fly with the Star of David to 
London, Athens, Rome, Paris 


(and of course, Tel Aviv) 


Our home is Israel. But El Al’s great jet-powered airliners also serve the great 
capitals of Europe. Today, a large percentage of our passengers are going to 
London, Paris, Rome, Athens, Brussels, Amsterdam, Vienna, Zurich. What 
about you? Why not fly with the Star of David on your next European trip. 


EI Al Israel Airlines, 610 5th Ave.,N Y 20. Also: Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, Toronto, Montreal. 














EDITORIAL 


VN 

Arter THESE THINGS did king Ahasuerus promote 
Haman the son of Hammadatha, the Agagite, and ad- 
vanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that 
were with him... And Haman said unto king Ahasue- 
rus: ‘There is a certain people scattered abroad and dis- 
persed among the peoples in all the provinces of thy 
kingdom; and their laws are diverse from those of every 
people; neither keep they the king’s laws; therefore it 
profiteth not the king to suffer them. If it please the king, 
let it be written that they be destroyed’... .” 

—THE BOOK OF ESTHER 

AHASUERUS: Destroyed? 
HAMAN: Well, on second thought, let them nor be de- 
stroyed. 
AHASUERUS: I had looked to some merry lot-casting. 
HAMAN: Consider thou a better idea. To seek destruc- 
tion for this certain people is but to perpetuate them, if 
Thy Majesty will suffer a humble paradox. 
AHASUERUS: Thou confoundest me. 
HAMAN: Then let thy minister make what seemest murky 
more clear. Attacks avail nothing when wounds of shame 
heal as badges of courage. The missionizer converteth no 
one, but is himself missionized. Thou playest into their 
hands. Issue but a new edict— 
AHASUERUS: Thy second thoughts are ever more costly 
than thy first. How many talents will this plan cost? 
HAMAN: Not a one. Or at least, mine only, if Thy Maj- 
esty will suffer a humble pun. 
AHASUERUS: Thou shalt suffer a noose, if thou ceasest 
not! What shall this edict say? 
HAMAN: It shall say, “ Thy kingdom hereby openeth all 
schools, housing, country clubs, coaches and other prop- 
erty both public and private to this certain people as to 
all others. It endeth all quota systems, restrictive cove- 
nants, closed fraternities and the rest —” but thy minister 
merely improviseth. Thou canst work out the wording 
thyself. Let there be headlines in the public prints: Jos 
DISCRIMINATION ENDETH IN PERSIA! PAROCHIAL EDUCA- 
TION BECOMETH SECULAR! AHASUERUS ABROGATETH SEG- 
REGATION! DOWN WITH THE MEDES .. . 
AHASUERUS: Cease! Thou talkest like a radical. Wouldst 
thou want thy daughter to — 
HAMAN (insinuateth): No, nor my king! 

(Queen Esther lowereth her eves) 
AHASUERUS: To what end, oh wily minister? Shall not 
this certain people then multiply but faster than before? 
HAMAN: Correction. This people shall simply disappear. 
AHASUERUS: Thou talkest in riddles, like thy predecessor 
beheaded before thee. This is a sceptre, not a magic wand! 
HAMAN: Ah, but wand it is, if thou wilt but lend me its 
power. Anti-Semitism encourageth Jews. Consider the 
history of this certain people — 
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AHASUERUS: My lunch groweth cold. I detest history. 
Do as thou wilt. 

ESTHER (who has been seen but not heard): My good 
husband the king doth much please me. 

(She rushes out to tell Mordecai) 

MorDECAI: These things that thou tellest me cause great 
distress in this pious soul. 

EsTHER: Can nothing dispel thy ashy gloom? I tell thee 
there will be no more anti-Jewish acts in Persia, and thou 
grumblest the more. Thou and thy portable Wailing Wall. 
MorpDeEcal: Hold thy tongue! Must I recall to thee the 
Fifth Commandment? Attend me, daughter. I have a 
nephew. He never cracked a book. Then one day a boy 
on the street called him a Jew. From then on he had an 
identity. How that boy worked, how he studied! Every 
obstacle hath become a fresh challenge. I have also a 
cousin. He never entered a synagogue until one day a 
missionary stopped by with a tract and tried to talk him 
into Zoroaster-worship. Now doth my cousin realize he 
hath a God of his own. I have a daughter — 

EsTHER: Let’s not go into that again. Wouldst thou then 
have Jews slain in the streets? Or art thou another Moses, 
who would say unto Ahasuerus, “Let my people go?” 
MORDECAI: It is for thee to go to thy husband the king. 
And thou shalt say unto him. . . (he whispereth the rest 
into Esther’s ear in classic pantomime) 

(Esther high-taileth it back to Ahasuerus) 
AHASUERUS: The rascal! The impostor! We shall have 
a great banquet and then he shall be hanged, with a tri- 
cornered pastry for his sole memorial. 

(Mordecai teareth into the royal chamber) 
MorpDecal: Hold! Thou must not — 

AHASUERUS: What! Not hang the wicked Haman, the 
Janus-faced? 

MoRDECAI: My sect opposeth capital punishment. He 
must live — 

AHASUERUS: Live! And what wouldst thou then to 
avenge his hypocrisy? 

MorRDECAI: Spare him, let him live through the restless 
ages, set him as symbol of tyrant whose self is ever ulti- 
mate victim — that all men, on beholding the immortal 
scowl of Haman, shall the more cherish their God, their 
neighbors and their liberty. 

(Haman is driven into the town square with a Star of 


David sewn to his sleeve) —P.K. 
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